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BAXTER, PRINTERy OXFORD. 



TO THE 

REV. THOMAS VOWLER SHORT, D.D. 

RECTOR OF BLOOMSBURY. 

As a mark of my affectionate respect, I 
venture to dedicate to you the accompanying 
Sermons. The train of thought pursued in 
the second, third, and fourth, was suggested by 
a question asked many years ago at your 
private Divinity Lecture in Christ Church. 
In the fifth is pointed out the use of " things 
that offend.'' The growth of faith in the 
sixth, and the evidence of spiritual religion 
in the last, are topics of daily interest and 
discussion. The first may not be altogether 
uninteresting to you^ having led to my nomi- 
nation as a Select Preacher by your lamented 
friend, E. Burton, late S.T.P.R. 

I remain, my dear Cousin, 
Yours very truly, 

AUGUSTUS SHORT, M.A. 

VICAR OF RaVENSTHORPE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 



NOTICE. 



After the Sermons had been preached, the 
writer became acquainted with the valuable 
notes attached to the Bampton Lectures of the 
present learned Archbishop of Cashel, Dr. 
Laurence. It was satisfactory to him to find, 
that the opinions expressed with respect to the 
universality of the Gospel scheme of salvation, 
and the cooperation of the will in the work of 
sanctification or conversion, were sanctioned by 
the leading theologians of the Reformation, 
Lutheran as well as Anglican ; and by a con- 
siderable portion even of the Swiss divines. 
Calvin, indeed, appears to have used language 
on these points at variance not only with his 
cotemporaries, but the Fathers also ; perhaps^ 
however, more with the view of destroying the 
notion of " merit" in the act of willing to follow 
the motions of God's Spirit, than denying 
altogether the agency of man in the work. 
** Si hominem a se ipso sumere volunt, unde 
gratiae coUaboret, pessime hallucinantur." Inst, 
lib. ii. c. 3. s. 11. Yet he seems finally to ac- 
quiesce in the views of Augustine, " hominem 
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non ita trahi, ut sine motu cordis, quasi ex- 
traneo impulsu feratur." And again, " Quod 
humana voluntas non libertate gratiam sed 
gratia consequatur libertatem ; quod per ean- 
dem gratiam impresso delectationis affectu, ad 
perpetuitatem conformetur: quod insuperabili 
fortitudine roboretur: quod ilia gubernante, 
nunquam excidat ; deserente protinus corruat : — 
quod voluntatis humanae directio in bonum, et 
post directionem constantia ex sola Dei volun- 
tate pendeat, non ullo suo merito — ita (he 
concludes) homini tale relinquitur liberum ar- 
bitrium (si appellare ita libet) — quod nee ad 
Deum converti, nee in Deo persistere nisi per 
gratiam possit : a gratia valeat quicquid valet." 
Inst. lib. ii. c. 3. s. 14. This very nearly agrees 
with the Latin of our Tenth Article, " quare 
absque gratia Dei (quae per Christum est) 
nos praeveniente, utvelimus; et cooperante, dum 
volumus, ad pietatis opera facienda quae Deo 
grata sunt et accepta, nihil valemus." 

Again, the following passage would seem to 
imply a different view from that explained in 
Inst. lib. iii. c. 24. " Magis etiam urget Lucas, 
salutem a Christo allatam, toti generi humano 
communem esse docens, quia Christus auctor 
salutis ex Adam, communi omnium patre, sit 
progenitus." Inst. lib. ii. c. 13. s. S. But what- 
ever may be the inconsistency of his language, 
Calvin's system stands, historically as well as 
doctrinally^ distinct from that of Luther and 
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Melancthon, no less than of our own Cranmer 
and his fellow-labourers ; and lastly, (as Calvin 
hiraself admits, Inst. lib. ii. c. 2. s. 9.) from that 
of the Fathers. In matters of practical diffi- 
culty we own, that " in the multitude of coun- 
sellors there is safety.^ May not such also be 
the case in abstruse subjects of speculation? 
According to the sound rule of Vincentius, 
quod semper^ quod uhique^ quod ah omnibus; 
i. e. what all Christians at all times and in all 
places have held to be the sense, that most 
probably is the true interpretation of Scripture. 
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SERMON I. 



THB BLESSEDNESS OF THE PEACE OF GOD. 
An OrrtinatioD Sermon, preached at Christ Charcb, Trinity Sunday, 183«. 



John xvi. 33. 

These things have I spoken untoyoUf that in me 
ye might have peace : in the world ye shall 
have tribulation ; but be of good cheer ^ I have 
overcome the world. 

In the argument for natural religion, 
the opposite tendencies of virtue and 
vice have been advanced to prove that 
there is a moral government carried on in 
the world : that men are rewarded or 
punished, if not in exact proportion, yet 
at least in accordance with their works. 
Among other ways in which these ten- 

B 
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dencies have been illustrated, the inward 
satisfaction has been noticed, which fol- 
lows upon perseverance in well doing ; 
and it has been argued, that the Author 
of nature must be ** a re warder of them 
that dihgently seek Him*," because he 
has annexed satisfaction and delight to 
conduct in harmony with his moral law. 

This union of happiness with obedience 
is more directly made known in the page 
of Revelation, which in this respect evinces 
its adaptation to our moral nature; for 
we are sensible that we pursue with 
energy the line of conduct in which we 
feel delight: and that the taste for spiri- 
tual things overpowers, and at length 
destroys, the attractions of the world. 
Had obedience to the will of God been 
rested solely on the basis of duty^ had 
no assurance been given of ** joy and 
peace in believing," perhaps human na- 
ture would have failed to attain even its 
present measure of holiness. But in the 
work of sanctification the Gospel does 
not discard the instrumentality of our 
hopes and desires. If it calls upon us 

■ Heb. xi. 6. 
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to suffer, it speaks of satisfactions which 
shall more than compensate ; if it would 
subdue the flesh to the Spirit, it promises 
in return joys far surpassing the pleasures 
of sense. ** These things have I spoken 
unto you, that in me ye might have peace : 
in the world ye shall have tribulation ; but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world." There is then a spiritual hap- 
piness to be looked for in spite of out- 
ward circumstances, even in this world ; 
the reward of faithful obedience : to which 
in turn it gives increased strength, and 
a wider sphere of action. This it is by 
which the Holy Spirit enables men to 
bear their cross and follow Christ ; which 
cheered the martyrs of old ** in their great 
fight of afflictions ;" which at the present 
hour smooths the bed of sickness, and 
supports the drooping heart under be- 
reavement and solitude. This fruit and 
gift of the Spirit of God also explains 
the contrast, with which St. Paul con- 
cludes his touching description of the con- 
duct and demeanour of the- Christian 
minister; ** sorrowful, yet alway rejoic- 
ing ; poor, but making many rich ; as 

b2 
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having nothing, and yet possessing all 
things*'." 

But though the Gospel thus assures us 
that *' Godliness hath the promise of this 
life," in addition to that of the world 
to come, it is very far from building our 
service of Christ mainly on this principle. 
That is to rest on the sense of obligation, 
upon duty and love ; '* ye are bought with 
a price, therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God's^" 
Nevertheless, out of condescension to the 
weakness of the flesh, the peace of God 
has been promised in our hearts in re- 
compence for earthly troubles ; '* ye now 
therefore have sorrow, but I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and 
your joy no man taketh from you'\" In 
the strength of this assurance the Apostles 
went forth to their task ; in their lives 
they give evidence of its truth. The peace 
of God cheered their spirits, elevated their 
thoughts, and confirmed their zeal. The 
experience of spiritual joys enabled them 
to endure afflictions, to do the work of 

^ 2 Cor. vi. 10. « 1 Cor. vi. 20. 

" John xvi. 22. 
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evangelists, and to make full proof of their 
ministry. 

Efficacious then as the promise was in 
sustaining their energy and enlarging their 
exertions, it becomes of interest to enquire 
whether it extends to the labourers in the 
Lord's vineyard at the present day. The 
difficulties, which the Minister of the 
Gospel now meets, are different rather in 
degree than in kind from the opposition 
oflfered to the Apostles. ** The carnal 
mind is^^ still as much as ever ''at 
enmity with God*." In every one born 
into the world '' the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit,'' and he whose office it is to 
check and eradicate the evil principle, 
must lay his account with suffering from 
its hostility. The contradiction of sinners 
may not now proceed to personal violence ; 
but sensitive minds can easily be 4)ained ; 
and a thorough discipline of patience may 
be administered even where the power to 
hurt the body is denied. Insensibility to 
such assaults, or indifference to thespiritual 
state of those amongst whom it is our lot 
to minister, cannot here be contemplated. 

* Rom. yiii. 7. 
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The Pastor who sorrows not for the 
spiritual defects of those committed to 
his charge, and who has no compassion for 
** them that are ignorant and out of the 
way,"wouldfind no** tribulation, "provided 
his worldly circumstances were prosper- 
ous ; but, on the other hand, would he not 
have lost the badge of the faithful Minister 
of Christ ? He would be wanting in that 
watchfulness which becomes those *' who 
have to give account for souls;" and in 
that zeal which * ' travaileth in birth until 
Christ be formed'^ in them. To the 
faithful Minister there will assuredly be 
always much tribulation in the world ; and 
if so, we may consider the words of the 
chief Shepherd, '* in me ye shall have 
peace," addressed not merely to the eleven 
Apostles, but unto those who to the end 
of the Forld should succeed them in the 
office of Evangelists. 

If such then be the nature of our duty, 
and if our earnestness in the work depends 
much upon the spiritual delight we receive 
from it, is there not danger lest, if we 
Iteve not ** counted the cost," we may 
after a time become V' weary and faint in 



THE PEACE OF GOD. 7 

« 

our minds;" lest having put our hand to 
the plough, we in heart turn back from 
the work ? The ministry of God's word 
and sacraments is so awfully important 
to mankind, that if unsuccessful in our 
hands, it involves no mean responsibility. 
But if the failure arises, not from inca- 
pacity, but from disappointment at the 
nature of the service, and secret dislike to 
the more painful parts of it, this is indeed 
a grievous sin. It is very much as if we 
betrayed our Master with a kiss. We call 
ourselves his Ministers, while in fact we 
obstruct his kingdom. Then may those, 
who perhaps would have been won to 
righteousness by the ministration of a 
more faithful Pastor, attribute their ever- 
lasting misery to us, and the anguish of 
such a thought will prove to the guilty 
soul a worm that dieth not. 

But without contemplating such an ex- 
treme dereliction of duty, may not much 
guilt be incurred while the young Clergyman 
is acquiring habits and feelings, without 
which he ought not to have offered himself 
for the ministry? By the grace of God 
he may acquire them ; but will he not 
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then look back with pain upon that part 
of his ministry whichmust have been greatly 
defective, if not actually injurious ? We 
cannot therefore reflect too seriously upon 
the difficulties and troubles we shall meet 
with in our path, before we enter upon it ; 
for even if our motives are pure in desir- 
ing the ministerial office, yet unless we 
have well considered the nature of our 
duty, we shall meet with disappointment, 
and thereby be needlessly discouraged. 
Let us briefly notice then some of the chief 
sources of tribulation, which the stewards 
of the mysteries of God must in these days 
be prepared to meet, and the happiness 
attendant upon overcoming the world. 

First then, the Minister of Christ has 
much to forego with regard both to 
worldly objects and pursuits. It argues 
but ill of our sense of ministerial respon- 
sibility, if our habits and notions are as 
secular as those of the world at large. It 
is not consistent with the solemn character 
of an ''ambassador for Christ,^' to have 
the same pursuits, the same amusements, 
the same conversation, as those who do 
not watch for souls. The first teachers of 
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the Gospel gave up home and land and 
houses and relations for Christ's sake. 
There was no mitigation of the trying 
command to the rich young ruler, ** Sell 
all that thou hast, and distribute to the 
poor, and come follow me^'' And if in 
those days they who loved father or mother 
or domestic ties more than Christ, were 
not worthy of him, how much more truly 
may this be said of us, from whom less 
is required ; and that less not the endur- 
ance of physical suffering, not the privation 
of necessaries, but the sacrifice of some 
worldly objects, or abstinence from trifling 
and unbecoming pursuits? It seems almost 
improper to characterize such self-denial 
even as trial, much less as tribulation ; 
yetthe abandonment of accustomed amuse- 
ments, the placing a limit to ambition, the 
giving up other professions which might 
lead to wealth and distinction, separation 
from the friends and companions of our 
early years, the loss of that society to 
which we have been accustomed, require 
some moral firmness to encounter. Again, 
the rudeness, the jealousies, the petty dis- 

' Luke xviii. 22. 
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honesty, the narrow-minded bigotry, the 
malicious slander, which characterize neg- 
lected portions of humble society, severely 
try the patience and love of those who are 
made acquainted with the realities of life 
for the first time. In youth we look to 
more cheerful points in the picture, and 
form to ourselves a plan of life in which 
leisure and competence, and delightful as 
well as beneficial occupation, are the pro- 
minent features. 

Again, the faithful pastor will necessarily 
be led among scenes of great physical 
suffering. The needy and ignorant, the 
sick and dying, peculiarly demand his 
attention. They open the widest field 
for reproof, advice, instruction, and com- 
fort. Nor is he to expect that he will 
find in most cases examples of patient 
suffering. Were it so, the harsher fea- 
tures of misery would be softened down 
by resignation, and no difficulty from 
temper or prejudice would hinder pastoral 
exertions ; but in worldly hearts aggra- 
vated by want and pain, we must expect 
to meet suspicion, if not dislike. This to 
the sincere and feeling heart is most pain- 
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ful. But the Apostles themselves, when 
armed with power to work miracles, were 
warned not to expect a friendly reception 
from all: '^ Behold, I send you forth as 
lambs among wolves **;'* and again, they 
were to shake even the dust from off 
their feet as a testimony against some; 
How many families are there in the dense 
population of our larger towns, or among 
the scattered cottages of neglected dis- 
tricts, which, as far as Christianity is 
concerned, are little better than heathen? 
It may be our lot to evangelize them. 
A sense of duty will by God's grace 
enable us to do so ; yet assuredly it is 
not from such a field, that we shall 
gather a harvest of worldly comfort. To 
most of us such scenes are altogether new. 
With scarcely any preparatory discipline, 
the young Minister enters upon visiting 
the sick : his sensibilities keenly alive to 
the misery and spiritual destitution which 
he witnesses. He must not be surprised, 
if in many cases his advice and remon- 
strances are rudely rejected, his motives 
suspected, and his kindness imposed upon ; 

" Luke X. 3. 
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still less must he be discouraged. Such 
are only the tribulations essential to his 
calling. Ease is no part of his legitimate 
comforts. ** In the world he shall have 
tribulation.^^ If he has it not, it must be 
because he does not make full proof of 
his ministry ; because he is not instant at 
all seasons, whether a favourable oppor- 
tunity offers itself or not, '' shewing and 
teaching publicly, and from house to 
house, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ^." 

Such are some of the outward evils, 
with which the Minister of the Gospel will 
have to contend. These however affect the 
less, in proportion as we become habituated 
to them. Our sensibility indeed to scenes 
of misery may be deadened, but ought our 
convictions of the guilt of sin ever to 
become less intense ? ought we ever to 
feel less pain at the neglect or violation 
of God's law? The sources then of tribu- 
lation of which I am about to speak can 
never dry up. There may be consolation 
which overpowers our sense of them ; but 
sorrow of heart for individual transgression, 

( Acts XX. 21. 
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for the effects of schism, and the worldly- 
mindedness of Christians in general, must 
be felt by those who sincerely labour that 
the kingdom of Christ may come. 

One evil effect of pushing the liberty of 
private judgment to an extreme length is 
the practical denial of the obligation to 
maintain the unity of the visible Church. 
Submission to authority or faith in the 
customs of Christian antiquity are not 
agreeable to this independent temper of 
mind : the growth of which is promoted by 
the intellectual activity of the present day, 
and the inadequate means of religious 
instruction at the disposal of our national 
Church. Accordingly the apostolic com- 
mission is lightly regarded; its import- 
ance, if any, is considered quite subor- 
dinate to personal character. It must be 
difficult, if not impossible, to please every 
one to edification ; causes therefore of 
alienation easily spring up. They who 
separate not only are removed from our 
pastoral superintendence, but they unsettle 
the minds of others. The feeling of 
dependence, and trust, and confidence, is 
annihilated : the tie between pastor and 
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flock is loosened ; discussion takes the 
place of admonition; the pastoral visit 
becomes irksome, and intercourse gra- 
dually ceases. 

But of those who remain, how much 
disappointment arises from their spiri- 
tual state? How many go to their graves 
without seeming to have realized to them- 
selves the powers of the world to come? 
But you will perhaps fix your hopes on 
the young; a generation, you hope, will 
grow up under your own instruction. 
Here nevertheless you will experience 
tribulation. Lessons of early piety will 
often be forgotten, and a headstrong spirit 
will cast off the restraints of religion. One 
evil example will perhaps corrupt many. 
Something then of the feeling which came 
over our Lord, when from the heights of 
Olivet he beheld Jerusalem and wept 
over it, will affect the Pastor, as year after 
year he sees the same evil habits prevail, 
the same carnal mind at enmity with God. 
Over some he will sorrow as apparently 
reprobate ; in others weakness, or listless- 
ness, or worldliness overcomes the word, 
and renders it unfruitful ; and he who has 
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himself a vivid impression of judgment to 
come, cannot fail to tremble for their fate. 
To the expansive charity of the Christian 
Minister, there is yet another source of 
pain. If neighbourhood does not absorb all 
our benevolent feelings; if, on the contrary, 
the more such feelings are exercised in 
our own immediate sphere of duty, the 
more objects. they are capable of embrac- 
ing ; the general state of Religion, the 
character and influence of our Church, 
the progress of Christianity among the 
heathen, will frequently recur to the mind 
of the thoughtful Pastor ; and will the 
view be cheering ? Has the Reformation 
produced all the good which might have 
been expected from it ? In the propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, is there not much less 
room for congratulation than for hope? 
The little exertion hitherto made by 
England nationally to extend the kingdom 
of Christ, while she has compassed sea 
and land to gather wealth and empire, 
marks great religious apathy. It is in 
vain now to regret opportunities lost, 
never to be recalled. All that is left us 
is to strengthen the things that remain ; 
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to interest ourselves in spite of difficul- 
ties in the enlargement of Christ's king-, 
dom, by the ministry of our Apostolic 
Church. 

The train of thought into which we 
have been led is of a sad and sombre 
cast. The hindrances, the discomforts, 
the sacrifices which the Pastor is now 
called on to undergo, hold Jthe same re- 
lation to the refinement of modern society, 
which physical suffering did to its ruder 
stages. They are the trials essential to 
our profession ; they arise from a state of 
feeling which it is our business to correct, 
and they try the willingness of our de- 
votion to God's services. 

But, on the other hand, are we doomed 
to labour without any present solace ? are 
we to look only beyond the grave for the 
reward of well-doing, having no other joy 
but that of hope? It may be doubted 
whether mere human nature would not 
faint under such trial. The Son of God 
indeed could '' endure the cross, despising 
the shame**," for the joy that was set 
before him. But to the servants of God, 

*• Heb. xii. 2. 
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besides the support and syinpathy of ap- 
proving friends, besides the affection of 
some who feel and know the truth, there 
is a peace of mind resulting from the sense 
of having done our duty, more than equal 
to the tribulations which spring out of 
the world. Such joy had the martyr Ste- 
phen, when with holy calmness he knelt 
down and prayed for his murderers. And 
in all his tribulations the Minister must 
seek his comfort in Christ. It must be 
directly or indirectly connected with the 
Author and Finisher of his faith. 

With regard to the curtailment of worldly 
enjoyments, no uneasiness will be felt by 
one who in the exercise of his holy calling 
looks to Christ for peace. The offer of 
ourselves to be his ambassadors, was 
voluntary on our part. Having done so, 
with what justice can we complain of the 
conditions of his service? **Who hath 
required this of your hand to tread my 
courts' ?" and if we have asked for this 
honour, (a high and holy one it is,) let us 
not in heart turn back unto the world. 
The sense of duty will cause the right- 

* Isa. i. 12. 
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minded Minister to abandon many secular 
and to others innocent pursuits ; nay, it will 
inspire contentment, and even pleasure, 
in so doing. This will be to bim one of 
those inward and secret sacrifices, which 
no eye but that of God perceives ; whereby 
he makes the daily course of life an un- 
dstentatious crucifying of the flesh with 
the afiections and lusts. It is a sacrifice, 
because society, literature, the command 
of time, the choice of occupation, are, 
to cultivated minds, sources of high 
gratification ; but, on the other hand, he 
can know little of religious joys, who 
thinks that a life spent in the former can 
compare with the satisfaction of having 
done a single work pleasing and accept- 
able to God. 

, It is this latter feeling which will carry 
us through the most painful scenes of 
misery and destitution. It is not that 
we are insensible to such objects. What 
then will enable us cheerfully to resign 
the charms of society, or the pursuits of 
literature, to search out and reheve the 
children of affliction ? to pray by the dying, 
to bear to the sick the glad tidings of re- 
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demption, undeterred by the worst forms 
of loathsome or infectious disease ? It is 
not that the flesh and all that is worldly 
within us does not shrink from such 
distresses? What then lifts the servant 
of Christ above his nature, nay, more ena- 
bles him joyfully to fulfil such duties ? It 
is, in addition to the comfort of God's 
Holy Spirit and the sense of duty, the 
promise of our Lord fulfilled, ** In me ye 
shall have peace;" *' inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye did it unto me/' Accordingly, if we visit 
those who are sick and in misery because 
they are Christ's, He will reward us with 
a peace of mind more delightful than any 
worldly gratification. 

Nor does the value of our Lord's pro- 
mise stop here : it is equally efficacious in 
allaying the uneasiness caused by sectarian 
opposition, and in correcting the listless- 
ness consequent upon disappointed hopes. 
When the Minister in the course of his 
duty finds his efforts impeded, his care 
frustrated, his authority weakened, his 
teaching controverted, by some who take 
a pride in shewing the independence of 
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their religious views, he may be tempted 
to forget under personal offence the high 
cause he has in hand. Or he will perhaps 
be inclined to give way to indifference, 
because his instructions have been rudely 
rejected. But let him remember the 
promise of his Master and Saviour, '' In 
me ye shall have peace/^ Let him con- 
sider those opposed to him in their rela- 
tion to Christ, and he will feel that they 
are brethren though in error. Even if 
some preach Christ of contention, he will 
still, like St. Paul, rejoice, because every 
way, whether in pretence or truth, Christ 
is preached^. The motive is lost sight 
of in the result, and thus what is painful 
to our natural feelings, will, when con- 
templated in Christ, lose its sting. In 
him we shall have peace, even though 
the discordant spirit of those who would 
promote his kingdom may be to us a 
source of tribulation. 

The remaining cause of pain to the 
Minister was disappointment with refer- 
ence to the religious condition of those 
among whom he has gone teaching the 

^ Phil. i. 18. 
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Gospel. It is well for us that we are 
forbidden to indulge curious speculation 
as to the future destiny of others. Our 
proper business is to strive ourselves to 
*' enter the narrow gate that leadeth unto 
life;" and to take care as evangelists that 
we make ** full proof of our ministry." 
To the natural man it must be both 
irritating and disheartening to witness the 
failure of his best endeavours ; and such 
feelings will be intense in proportion as 
human motives have led to ministerial 
activity. By these I mean, the love of 
praise, the desire of success, the exalt- 
ation of self, the hope of reward, the 
shew of influence. If our objects be thus 
worldly, we shall surely have tribulation ; 
but the scene changes directly we look to 
Christ. Our thoughts are at once drawn 
oflF from the effects of our teaching before 
men, to its character in the sight of God. 
In his parting address to the elders of the 
Ephesian and Milesian Churches, St. Paul 
derives support from this consideration : 
*' I know, he says, that alter my depart- 
ing shall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not sparing the flock ; also of your 
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own selves shall men arise speaking per- 
verse things ^" But as far as he himself 
is concerned, he '' takes them to record 
that he is pure from the blood of all men, 
because he hath not shunned to declare 
unto them the whole counsel of God." 
Thus then even in disappointed hopes, 
peace will be found in Christ; even the 
answer of a good conscience, that we 
have neglected no means whereby sin- 
ners might be converted from their ways. 
Lastly, when we ponder upon the un- 
scrutabie counsels of Providence, whereby 
the true faith of the beloved Son of God 
has made comparatively speaking so small 
progress towards its final triumph ; when 
the dreary waste of heathenism^ or of 
corrupted Christianity in the map of the 
world, distresses us, where can we look 
for support but to Christ our Lord, as 
exalted to the right hand of power? 
When we think of him in his own es- 
sential glory, and that under his feet all 
things are put in subjection, we feel the 
justice of the Psalmist's admonition, 
** Tarry thou the Lord's leisure; be 

* AcU XX. 29. 
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strong, and he shall comfort thine heart." 
We know that it is the everlasting pur- 
pose of God to redeem those whom he 
hath chosen out of mankind by Christ. 
That oflFer of salvation is to be made to 
all nations. The scheme, however, is not 
yet completed. But the time will be, 
when the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant shall purify the abominations of 
Paganism, and supplant the imposture of 
Mahomet ; when the remnant of Israel 
shall be again graffed on their own stock, 
and the Lord of Glory shall reign through- 
out the earth. He has bidden his dis* 
ciples be of good cheer, because he has 
overcome the world ; they may therefore 
confidently look forward to that day, 
when all things here below shall be sub- 
dued unto him. 

In the various tribulations then which 
the Minister of the Gospel meets with 
in the world, the promise of our Lord will 
be found efiectual . It was unquestionably 
so amidst the sufferings of the first Chris- 
tians. In distress, in famine, in nakedness, 
in peril, in sword, '* in all these things, says 
the Apostle, we are more than conquerors 
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through him that loved us""/' Shall we 
then, as workers together with them, 
be hindered in our labour of love, by far 
less evils than they encountered ? doubt- 
less, as far as purpose of heart goes, every 
one of you will answer, No. In the ardent 
and generous spirit of genuine faith, there 
can be no question; but for continuance 
in well doing, we must not trust to warm 
feelings or pure aspirations. *' The spirit 
may be willing, but the flesh is weak." 
Have you then counted the cost, have 
you explored in thought the various 
scenes of distress, the various hindrances, 
the various trials of temper and patience, 
which you must necessarily go through ? 
and have you resolved, relying upon the 
grace of God, still to set your hand to the 
plough, and never to turn back ? I trust 
no one has drawn to himself a visionary 
picture of easy occupation, of enjoyments 
unruffled by opposition, undisturbed by 
the cry of distress, unroused by selfish 
oppression. The realities of life, however, 
will in that case soon rend the veil which 
is upon the eyes of his understanding. 

" Rom. viii. 85. 
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The fair scenery reflected in the smooth 
surface of his imaginary life will quickly 
be disturbed by rising gales : its delight- 
ful features distorted or effaced ; but 
will its departure leave no painful im- 
pression behind? will not listlessness or 
apathy follow in the train of disappoint- 
ment? It is the law of our nature that 
energy should be in proportion to the 
delight we take in any object ; and if 
through fallacious expectations of a suc- 
cessful or at least a peaceful ministry we 
suffer mortiffcation,unless we are made par- 
takers of the peace which Christ has pro- 
mised, shall we not be tempted to shrink 
from those parts of duty which are painful 
to our natural feeUngs ? in which never- 
theless our highest usefulness is involved, 
and consequently our best energies should 
be exerted? Unquestionably a sense of 
duty, as ordained ministers of God's word, 
that we are ** ambassadors for Christ," and 
have had committed to us ^^ the ministry of 
reconciliation, to wit that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself," 
must be the mainspring of our conduct. 
But while the inexperienced Minister is 

c 
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endeavouring to act on this principle, it is 
not certaiu that he will at first find much 
comfort in the sterner parts of his ministry. 
It is important then that he should look to 
the true source of comfort, a joy which 
the world cannot give, neither can it take 
away. ''In me ye shall have peace.'' 
And whether God shall vouchsafe to cor- 
rect imperfect views of our duty as his 
Ministers by the course of a sweet as well 
as bitter experience ; or whether from the 
first we have been led by the Spirit to 
view it as requiring the sacrifice of many 
pleasures, the endurance of much oppo- 
sition, the encounter of much evil, the 
acquaintance with much misery ; in either 
case it will be profitable for us to be re- 
minded of the comfort in store for those 
who endure grief sufiering wrongfully for 
the sake of the Gospel. 

I would draw no exaggerated picture of 
the ministerial life, nor represent it as the 
unalloyed exercise of pleasurable benevo- 
lence. It unquestionably has its trials 
and discomforts ; but this I say, that '^ one 
day spent in thy courts, O Lord," spent, 
that is, in devotion to thy service, * 43 better 
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than a thousand" passed amidst the highest 
pleasures of refinement and society. I 
believe that the pure feeling of one act of 
self-devotion for Christ's sake affords a 
richer harvest of delight than can be 
gathered from any other field of exertion. 
Here then let the Minister of Christ love 
to dwell ; but let him remember, that as 
the servant who came in from the field 
was not bidden at once to sit down to 
meat, but was called upon first to serve 
his master ; so the peace promised by our 
Lord will be the reward and the effect of 
faithful unpretending service. It will as- 
suredly come, if it be sought through 
prayer and stedfast diligent obedience ; 
in the world he may have tribulation, but 
greater is He that is in us than he that is 
in the world; and jF/e has promised, '' In 
me ye shall have peace ; be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world." 
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THE GOSPEL GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY TO 

ALL PEOPLE. 

I. REDEMPTION UNIVERSAL. 



Romans v. 19, 20. 

As by one man's disobedience many^ were made 
sinners^ so by the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous. Moreover the law entered^ 
that the offence might abound. But where 
sin abounded^ gra^e did much more abound. 

Among the peculiarities which distin- 
guished the personal teaching of our 
blessed Saviour was a tone of authority, 
unusual with the Scribes and Pharisees. 
We trace it in the assertion of moral prin- 
ciples, new, either absolutely in them- 
selves, or relatively to his hearers ; but 
more especially in replies to questions of 

' Rom. V. 15, 19. ** Many** is not the correct 
translation of •/ ^roXAoi, taw taXAou;, which are equiva- 
lent to irUfT»s tlf6^v7r6Vf, ** all men,** in verse 18. 
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speculative rather than of practical im- 
portance. In such cases, preserving silence 
where the enquiry related to the counsels 
of God, rather than the improvement of 
man, his disciples are warned to make 
their own spiritual condition the subject 
of anxious thought. '* Lord, are there 
few that be saved? Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate ; for many shall seek to 
enter in, and shall not be able*"." 

This characteristic of our Lord^s teach- 
ing, is no less strongly impressed on his 
written word. The Scriptures also teach 
with authority, demanding our assent, as 
ignorant and sinful creatures, rather than 
offering themselves for approval as to the 
wise and good. They shrink not indeed 
from the investigation of reason, but of 
reason chastened and teachable, as con- 
scious of its limited capacity. Doubtless 
some purpose of love and mercy has been 
answered by this method of revelation. 
It is even the subject of thanksgiving to 
our Lord. " I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things fromihe vnse ^nd prudent, 

** Luke xiii. 23. 
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and hast revealed them unto babes ; eveii 
so, Father ; for so it seemed good in thy 
sight'';" and to minds humbled by a sense 
of sin it approves itself, as suitable to our 
fallen condition. Desirous to know rather 
than obey^ we became outcasts from 
Paradise, and now obedience must pre- 
cede knowledge ; to those only who will, 
do his will shall it be practically known 
'* whether the doctrine be of God ^/' The 
Scriptures indeed do not pretend to unfold 
all the deep things of God; nay often- 
times the mysterious parts of the divine 
dispensations are revealed authoritatively, 
as truths to be received, not questioned ; 
to be obeyed, not brought to the bar of 
human opinion. Thus St. Paul tells US| 
that *' by one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners;" nor is this followed 
by any explanation. On the contrary, he 
adds, ** moreover the law entered, that 
sin might abound ^" 

Her^e then are two dispensations, afford- 
ing abundant subject for speculation, but 
of depth unfathomable by the mind of 
man. Is it then of practical importance, 

« Matt. xi. 25. ^ John vii. 17. « Rom. v. 20. 
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that we should know, why it pleased God 
80 to deal with his creatures ? If we did 
know the mind of the Lord, should we 
be better able to escape from '' the cor- 
mptioD that is ia the world through lust^?" 
We have no reason to think so. The ques- 
tion would still be. What must we do to 
be saved ? Accordingly the Apostle, as if 
conscious of being the medium of a reve- 
lation from God, and impressed with the 
sentiment, to which he has elsewhere 
given utterance, " Nay, but who art 
thou, O man, that repUest against God*?*' 
is silent as respects the divine counsels, 
but proceeds at once to the practical 
remedy. He tells us, where " sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound. '^ He leaves 
in all its obscurity that moral necessity, 
whereby the spiritual condition of all men 
was made to depend upon the uprightness 
of one ; as if it were not for us to know 
the causes, which the Father has placed 
in his own power, but that it was our 
wisdom, as well as duty, to fix our 
thoughts exclusively upon the meansy 
which God has provided, of delivering us 

f 2 Pet. i. 4, « Rom. ix. 20. 
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from the effects of the great original: 
offence. 

Remarking then this principle of Scrip- 
tural and Apostolic teaching, let us en- 
deavour to trace the extent, in which the 
Christian scheme practically cancels the 
effects of Adam's fall ; observing, how it 
would restore our nature to original inno- 
cence, only improved by the strength of 
habits; and drawing those practical infer- 
ences which naturally suggest themselves 
from the subject. 

It may be premised, however, that if 
under the Gospel scheme of salvation our 
reason is constrained to know only ** in 
part ;" yet in submitting to the wisdom of 
God in Christ we resign no substantial, or 
even fancied, knowledge. The doctrine of 
original sin, whatever diflSculty there may 
be in it, has its counterpart in the physical 
world ; in the system of things which we 
experience. We are sensible that mental 
as well as bodily disease is transmitted 
from generation to generation ; the sins of 
the father are physically visited upon the 
children. Revelation does not unfold the 
causes of this dispensation, and assuredly 

c3 
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reason cannot discover them. If then 
the doctrine of hereditary corruption is 
thought to render revelation unbefit- 
ting a just and holy God, the presence 
of inherited disease would equally exclude 
his agency from the natural world : and 
thus we should be driven upon the dreary 
void of Atheism. But if, leaving such 
foolish and wicked speculations, we enquire 
rather how we must act under the exist- 
ing state of things, as inheriting a corrupt 
nature, the Gospel will give us the comfort- 
ing assurance, that '' where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound ;" and they 
who value present peace of mind and the 
hope of everlasting glory, will examine 
their spiritual condition practically, to 
answer the question what they must do to 
he. saved, not why it pleased God to make 
salvation necessary. 

The spiritual effects of original sin may 
be classed under two heads : 1 . the state 
of condemnation in which we were born ; 
*i. and the carnal mind, which is at enmity 
with God. On the present occasion let 
us confine our view to the former of these 
points. 
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It is doubtless a startling thought, that 
the helpless and apparently innocent infant 
should, before it can have done an act of 
good or evil, deserve God's wrath. Yet 
the truth is self-evident, that " a froward 
heart is an abomination unto the Lord**." 
Nor is it for ** the thing formed to say to 
him that formed it. Why hast thou made 
me thus* ?" It is enough if in his mercy 
he has vouchsafed deliverance from this 
state ? if from being children of wrath , he 
is willing to make us children of his grace. 
What if each of us was born at enmity 
with God? He has not left us in that 
state ; •* when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to him by the death of his Son. 
God commendeth his love towards us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us''.*' The condemnation therefore 
of original guilt has been removed, and so 
far we are relieved from the effects of 
Adam's disobedience. 

As far as the believer is concerned, there 
remains nothing then practically to harass 
the mind, in \that we are " by nature 

•» Prov. ii. 20. » Rom. ix. 20. 

^ Rom. V. 8. 
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children of wrath ^" His only concern is 
to make his calling and election sure ; for 
which, as will hereafter be shewn, ample 
means will be supplied from above. But 
if he enquires concerning the heathen 
what is their state ; if he asks, " Lord, 
what shall this man do?" he tnight justly be 
answered, ** If I will that he tarry until 
I come, what is that to thee, follow thou 
me"." Nevertheless, God hath not so dealt 
with us, nor hath he shut up his loving- 
kindness from the heathen in displeasure. 
Even from the ark of Christ's Church we 
may look forth upon the face of the earth, 
and see it emerge from the deluge of sin, 
renewed once more by the goodness of 
God to life and fruitfulness. Such a 
view is opened to us by the doctrine of 
Universal Redemption. The Holy Spirit 
has plainly revealed Christ as the propi- 
tiation ** for the sins of the whole world".'* 
" He gave himself a ransom for all**;" this is 
the charter of man's salvation, neither to 
be abrogated nor limited by human com- 
ments; and ** if by the offence of one, 

' Eph. ii. 3. " John xxi. 21. " John ii. 2. 

• 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
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judgment came upon all men to condemn- 
ation : even so by the righteousness of 
one the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life^. *^ The condemnation 
then of original sin is removed from the 
whole human race by the blood of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world *»; and thus far at least no practical 
difficulty remains from our being conceived 
in sin, and born under the wrath of God. 
Satisfactory as this conclusion would in itself 
have been, yet the goodness of God does 
not stop here ; it is still more conspicuous. 
" Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound.'^ This should be kept in 
view, if we would estimate rightly the debt 
of grateful love we owe to God in Christ. 
Nor is it in the relative numbers of the 
born in sin, and the justified from original 
guilt, that we are to seek the explanation 
of that declaration: for in that respect 
redemption was simply coextensive with 

p Rom. V. 18. 

1 The offering of Christ once made is the perfect 
redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the 
sins of the whole world, both original and actual. 
Art. XXXI. 
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condemnation. But if death would have 
passed upon all men, for that all not only 
were born in sin, but had against their 
better knowledge sinned ; while justifica- 
tion to life is the free gift of God through 
Christ, then has grace much more abounded ; 
condemnation of the sinful creature was 
a necessary consequence of God's essential 
holiness, but justification a free gift ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of his will. 

In the assurance then of God's super- 
abundant mercy, even under the dispens- 
ation of original sin, the believer finds 
comfort and peace. He sees in the * 
redemption of the world an earnest of 
God's will, that all men might be saved, 
and that he has no pleasure in the death 
of a sinner. And, while he anxiously uses 
the means of grace to make his own calling 
and election in the Gospel sure, he is 
content to know only in part, awaiting 
patiently that time when partial knowledge 
shall be done away ; when the wisdom 
and goodness of God, in the permission 
of evil, shall be not only justified, but 
perhaps comprehended by his children. 

If the view thus opened of the Chris- 
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tian scheme be correct, the believer ne- 
cessarily contemplates under a happier 
light the existence of evil in the world. 
Without revelation indeed it is impossible 
to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion 
whatever on the subject. Like a dis- 
cordant note breaking the sweetness of har- 
mony, the entrance of sin into the world 
marred the beauty and order of creation. 
In the absence of revelation, it shakes the 
evidence of a moral Governor of the uni- 
verse. The innocent child then appears 
to suffer for the parents' wickedness; " the 
fathers have eaten the sour grape, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge^" By 
the inheritance of corruption every one 
would not bear his own burden. The 
train of thought thus suggested to the 
natural man was gloomy and uncertain ; 
the homage paid to virtue, doubtful and 
capricious ; the feelings of religious devo- 
tion, which are natural to the human 
heart, were weakened, if not destroyed. 
Accordingly, by some the principle of evil 
was exalted into independent and coordi- 
nate being with the Author of good. By 

' JeFemiah xxxi. 29. 
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others the Creator was thought to take no 
interest in the concerns of this lower world. 
By many the origin of all things was 
assigned to chance; the government by 
others to destiny. The moral and physical 
degradation of particular portions of the 
human species, instead of being the result 
of progressive corruption, was attributed 
to the law of nature ; which had fixed 
an impassable barrier between different 
orders of the same human race. None, 
however, of these theories resolved the 
difficulty : neither did they improve the 
heart. Nor is the modern unbeliever in 
a better condition. Deism is met by the 
same difficulty in the material world. 
How satisfactory, on the other hand, is 
the Christian, scheme. The Gospel in- 
deed acknowledges, that by the ** disobe- 
dience of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation ;" hence that ** the 
creature was made subject to vanity*," 
and that " not willingly ;^^ but if * * it groans 
and travails in pain, because of that 
vanity, yet we are assured that it was sub- 
jected to the same in hope ;'* that hope 

• Rom. viii. 20. 
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which makes no one who trusts to it 
ashamed ; which is indeed ^ ' full of im- 
mortality/^ because nothing but want of 
faith can "separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

The Christian then, instead of sorrow- 
fully regarding the fall of Adam only as the 
cause of his own spiritual ruin, sees in 
that dispensation a means whereby God's 
mercy and goodness has been more largely 
displayed; '' if sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound :" if ** through the of- 
fence of one many be dead, much more 
the gift of God, and the gift by grace, 
which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many*." 

Nor is this all ; in more ways than 
this, has good been brought out of evil. 
The eflFect under grace of striving against 
sin, rendered necessary by the infec- 
tion of our nature, is to strengthen our 
love of righteousness, and to raise the 
soul to higher degrees of perfection. If 
in the state of innocence the force of 
habit was needed, as a safeguard; much 
more is it necessary since the Fall. When 

* Rom, V. 15. - 
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acquired, it fills up that which was wanting 
to a finite creature, possessed of free will. 
It imparts stedfastness to holiness, and 
places it above the power of temptation. 
Unsearchable then as may be the judg- 
ments of God in the permission of evil, 
still his goodness shines forth in this as 
in all his other dispensations. If he has 
concluded all men under original guilt, it 
is that in Christ he might have mercy 
upon all. And although to the mass of 
mankind, the Gospel promises are yet 
unknown; still the Christian, when he 
looks abroad on the dreary waste of hea- 
thenism, possesses in the remission of 
original guilt, through the death of Christ, 
a thought very full of comfort. The do- 
minion of sin is not, as it were, rivetted on 
mankind. The chain is broken, and the 
captives have been set free, though they 
are too willing to hug the chain, and to 
sell themselves again into bondage. 

Another inference to be drawn from the 
passage of St. Paul, relates to the temper 
of mind we should bring to the search of 
divine truth. If no information is vouch- 
safed in Scripture why evil was permitted, 
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it is clearly our duty, under such a revela- 
tion, to be content with knowing only in 
part ; we must not seek to be wise above 
that which is written. It is manifestly 
part of our trial here, whether we will 
submit our reason to the wisdom of God 
in a mystery^ without controversy great. 
Enough indeed has been revealed to guide 
our feet into the way of peace, to give us 
life and immortality, if we will obey the 
will of God as it is made known to us. 
In a word, the study of the Scriptures 
must be practical, not speculative ; to an- 
swer the question, *' what we must do to 
be saved, ^' not why it has pleased God to 
make salvation necessary. Even were we 
still in a state of innocence, it would seem 
beyond the range of finite intelligence 
** to know the mind, or be the counsellor, 
of the Lord";" but as fallen creatures, 
whose wills are to be disciplined and 
controlled, it is needful that our sub- 
mission should be put to the test, as 
well in the things of the mind as the 
body ; that the pride of reason should be 
humbled, as well as the sensuality of the 

" Rom. xi. 34. 
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flesh subdued. Many there are to whom, 
from constitution and habit, the lusts of 
the flesh afford little trial. But to be- 
come ** teachable as little children," to be 
" as fools," in order that they may become 
practically *'wise;^^ this to them is a 
harder task: for the Scriptures *' speak 
the wisdom of God in a mystery, even 
the hidden wisdom, which God ordained 
before the world''." Their authoritative 
brevity may be intended to enforce a 
lesson of humility; the spirit therefore in 
which we search them must be suitable to 
this design. And if the great end of our 
being here is godliness ; the discipline of 
the affections rather than the cultivation 
of the intellect; we must '* search the 
Scriptures, because in them we think we 
have eternal life^;^^ not to gratify a specu- 
lative spirit. 

The practical consideration of the plan 
of our redemption, as the counter-dis- 
pensation to that of original sin, will open 
the happiest views of its inestimable 
value, and of man's prospects under it. 
We shall be led directly to the con- 

» 1 Cor. ii. 7. y John v. 35. 
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templatioQ of God in the most heart- 
improving of his attributes ; as from the 
beginning seeking and saving that, which 
by the wiles of an enemy had been lost. 
Again, our thoughts will be carried back to 
the pure and peaceful bowers of paradise, 
when, in the days of his innocence, man 
walked in the presence of God, knowing 
neither fear nor shame. Restoration to 
this blessed state, under the Christian 
scheme, is no longer a poet's dream, or 
the wish of the philosopher, but a sober 
certainty, a tangible hope, an experienced 
reality, to every one in Christ. *' Where 
sin abounded, grace has much more 
abounded." And though the glad tidings 
of salvation have not yet been published 
in all lands ; still in every nation, he that 
feareth God and worketh righteousness, 
may be for Christ's sake accepted with 
him ; and grace will reign through righ- 
teousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord*. 

* Rom. V. 21. 
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SERMON III. 



II. THE HOLY GHOST SHED ON CHRISTIANS 

ABUNDANTLY. 



Luke xi. 13. 

Jf ye theriy being evilf know how to give good 
gifts to your child/ren : how much more shaU 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him ? 

Original sin, considered apart from 
the dispensations by which it has been 
softened and relieved, exhibits but a 
cheerless view of this world and its con- 
cerns. It presents to us a succession of 
intelligent beings, designed apparently for 
good, capable of almost boundless know- 
ledge, and of virtue all but divine, con- 
taining nevertheless in themselves a germ 
erf evil, which grows with their growth 
and strengthens with their strength ; until 
instead of bringing forth fruit unto per- 
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fection, the good that they would they do 
not ; but the evil which they would not 
that they do*. Nor are the consequences 
of inherent corruption less appalling than 
its moral effects; for it sets men at en- 
mity with their Maker from the first 
moment of their existence; it subjects 
them to death in this life, as the wages of 
sin ; and to the second death, which is far 
worse. The contemplation of any single 
portion of human life is no less painful : 
for what is it but the struggle of con- 
flicting principles ; of aspirations after 
good rendered abortive by tendencies to 
evil ; of truth clouded or obscured by 
passion ; of conscience asserting the law of 
moral rectitude, and the will impetuously 
violating that law. The effects too of 
man's first disobedience are not confined 
to his own spiritual deterioration. Phy- 
sical evil has followed in the train of 
moral : the whole creation groans and 
travails in pain ; made subject unwillingly 
to vanity, as the effect of sin. 

Such is the dispensation under which 
we came into the world. It may be un- 

' Rom. vii. 19. •» Rom. vii. 24. 
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palatable ; it may be above our compre- 
hension ; but our course of action must 
be framed in reference to it. The potter's 
power over the clay it is presumptuous to 
question, and the judgments of God are 
unsearchable by man ; but if, leaving such 
unprofitable course of enquiry, we rather 
ask,** what we must do to be saved ;" if 
we cry out in the language of St. Paul, 
** O wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death'?" 
a satisfactory answer is to be found in the 
Christian scheme. ** If bv one man's dis- 
obedience many** were made sinners, by 
the obedience of one many were made 
righteous." If we were guilty in the eye 
of God before we had done good or evil, 
the guilt is washed away in the blood of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world *". 

Thus far at least redemption cancels 
the effect of Adam's sin ; but there vet 

• Rom. vii* 24. 

•* Rom. V. 15, 19. ** Many" is not the correct trans- 
lation of 01 ^0AAe/, rov; 'KtKkt\)% : those expressions are 
plainly equivalent to t0(»t«i; M^e^xovg, " all men," in 
verse 18. 

^ Rev. xiii. 8. 

D 
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remains no less of evil to be remored. 
Even after the remission of original guilty 
the infection of onr nature still dings to 
ns. It remains yea in them that are 
regenerated ''• Though bom of water and 
the Spirit, St. Paul was obliged '' to keep 
under his body, and bring it into subjec- 
tion ; lest that by any means, when he 
had preached to others, he himself should 
be a castaway*/' The question then arises 
whether the Gospel offers a remedy for 
this spiritual infirmity, and how far it 
applies to mankind at large? To the 
former of these points it is impossible to 
desire a more satisfactory answer than the 
words of our Lord : ** If ye being evil 
know how to give good gifts to your 
children ; how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him^?" And if in regard to 
the heathen^ mystery still involves the 
counsels of God ; if they have not received 
the promise of divine grace, yet they have 
an interest in the blood of the Lamb. Ac- 
cordingly under this conviction, we may 
cheerfully commit them to God's un^ 

^ Art. IX. • 1 Cor. ix. 27. ' Luke xi. 13. 
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covenanted grace. To ourselves at least 
every obstacle has been removed, and 
through the gift of the Holy Spirit we 
may be delivered from the dominion of 
sin. Let us proceed then to consider our 
Lord's promise, with reference both to its 
extent^ and the argument by which he 
would assure us of its fulfilment. 

The form in which the offer of grace is 
made seems purposely calculated to give 
us confidence. We might have been re- 
quired to accept the promise on the au- 
thority alone of him who spake it, and 
its own intrinsic value. It was thus the 
'* father of the faithful" was tried. In re- 
liance on the call of God, he quitted home 
and country and friends, and went forth 
he knew not whither. And should not 
the promise of divine grace, though ac- 
companied by no confirmation, prove 
equally attractive ? Is it less than that of 
distant temporal and spiritual blessings ? 
If, in the language of Scripture, they are 
called ** gods" to whom onZy the word of 
God cames, much more are they worthy 
of the name with whom he pro;nises to 

^ Joha X. 35. 

d2 
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abide: who thus are made partakers of 
the divine nature. Nevertheless, as if in 
condescension to our apathy in regard to 
spiritual things, our Lord vouchsafes to 
reason with us : and confirms bv a familiar 
argument God's willingness to give his 
Hoiy Spirit to them that ask him. In 
choosing the parental relation to illustrate 
that readiness, he has shewn the divine 
government under the most pleasing form, 
and at the same time one familiar to us 
all. ** If ye then being evil know how to 
give good gifts to your children ; how 
much more shall your heavenly Father 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him ?" The general conduct of mankind 
thus comes in aid of our dependence on 
God^s promise. What parent, with na- 
tural feelings, fails to provide for the most 
pressing wants of infancy and childhood ? 
and if, even where the natural feelings are 
strongest, men may fail, while with God 
there is no variableness nor shadow of 
turning, we have more reason to expect 
the comfort of the Holy Spirit from Him 
than good gifts from our earthly parents. 
There is, however, a condition attached 



SHED ON CHRISTIANS ABUNDANTLY. 53 

to the promise; and as human frailty may 
not fulfil that condition, so far does the 
promise partake of contingency. Yet 
what can be easier than to ask ? It may 
be that such a token of submission is 
requisite before God will vouchsafe to 
abide with a fallen- creature. It may be 
that the spirit of prayer is the best pre- 
paration for holiness. But whatever be 
the case, nothing short of wilfully neglect- 
ing the appointed means will binder the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. ** Ask, and it 
shall be given you*'," allows neither of 
doubt, nor distrust : but if men will not 
ask ; or if, like Peter when walking on 
the sea to meet Jesus, they forget his 
power to still the troubled waves of pas- 
sion as well as the billows of Gennesaret, 
and so do not ask in faith ; let them not 
think that they shall obtain any thing of 
the Lord. He nevertheless remains the 
same. He cannot deny himself. The Holy 
Spirit is in the world ; but to those only 
who long for his presence will he reveal 
himself, and make his abode with them. 
So much then for the faith with which 

'» Matt. vii. 7. 
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the promise of the Spirit is to be received : 
let us in the next place consider the ex* 
tent to which it goes. Without definite 
views on this subject, we could hardly 
pray aright. We should either attribute 
too little or too much to our own exer- 
tions : on the one hand, perhaps, expect- 
ing the Spirit of God to supersede our 
endeayours ; on the other, exalting the 
latter so as practically to exclude the 
power of divine grace. The promise indeed 
is general in its terms ; ^^ How much more 
will your heavenly Father give his Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him ?" The mea- 
sure then of our earnestness in asking, is 
the measure of the communication of 
grace. Thus much at least is certain, that 
by fervent prayer the Christian will be 
rescued from the corruption that is in the 
world through lust; that be will be ** trans- 
formed in the renewing of his mind, to 
prove what is the acceptable and perfect 
willofGod^/^ 

But though the promise goes thus far, 
it gives no just ground to expect any 
extraordinary gifts or supernatural illu- 

* Rom. xii. 2. 
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minatioQ, for it is made to '' all that ask;^^ 
and they who at the present day or in 
time past have believed themselves to be 
the objects of especial communication from 
above, hardly suppose such grace attainable 
by all who pray : nor perhaps would they 
answer with the meekness of Moses, 
*' Would God that all the Lord's people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would 
put his Spirit upon them^." The gift of 
healing, or of tongues, or the other extra- 
ordinary fruits of the Spirit, do not seem 
necessary for all persons, nor for all times 
of the Church. Hardly then can they be 
included in the promise of the Holy Spirit 
made to " all that ask." We may perhaps 
go a step farther ; and doubt whether in 
general we are to look for the operation 
of the Spirit in sudden or sensible conver- 
sion. To limit indeed the methods by 
which the Holy Spirit is pleased to act, is 
presumptuous ; but there is nothing in 
the promise which implies that such may 
be expected as the general answer to 
prayer; the reality of such conversions in 
some cases, as evidenced by the peccable 

^ Numb. xi. 29. 
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fruits of righteousness, cannot be denied. 
But even in the most striking, it is impossi- 
ble to trace how far the mind has been 
acted upon by secondary predisposing 
causes, and so prepared for the final and 
decisive change. Granting that such may 
be the religious history of individuals, we 
may fairly question, whether it should be 
made the general standard of every believer's 
being in a state of grace or not. How 
many, for example, have mistaken sudden 
impressions for a thorough change of 
heart, who have afterwards fallen into 
grievous sin ! How many have been hard- 
ened in irreligion, by the narrow exclu- 
siveness of such views ; being taught to 
judge of their spiritual condition by a 
peculiar, if not doubtful, standard ! Occa- 
sional states of feeling apart from general 
habits of thought and conduct are not the 
evidence of growth in grace ; this is to 
set up another Gospel than that we have 
received. ** Little children, let no man 
deceive you : he that doeth righteousness 
is righteous, even as he is righteous^" 
Instead then of extending the promise to 

' 1 John iii. 7* 
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such lengths as these, let us assure our- 
selves of this, that the Holy Spirit will keep 
those, who fervently pray for his grace, 
from the dominion of inward and outward 
sin. Such appears to be the force of 
those passages in St. John's first Epistle ; 
* ' whosoever is born of God doth not com- 
mit sin™;" and again, ** he that is be- 
gotten of God, keepeth himself, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not"." We are 
not straitened in regard to divine grace. 
'' Greater is he that is in us, than he 
that is in the world"*.'' Would we but 
resign ourselves to the guidance of the 
Spirit, we should fight the good fight of 
faith ; we should, overcome the world ^ 
npt now arrayed against us to persecute 
and destroy, but in a manner not less 
dangerous : with all the attractions of 
selfishness, covetousness, and vanity. To 
those who are spiritually born of God, 
beUeving that Jesus is the Christ, and 
proving that faith by purifying themselves 
even as he is pure, the power of sin is 
broken through the Spirit ; it no longer 
has dominion over them. To this extent 

» 1 John iii. 9. ■ Ibid. v. 18. ^ Ibid. iv. 4. 
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the promise of our Lord undoubtedly 
goes ; and if we will receive it with the 
faith, which its author, its nature, and its 
reasonableness demand, nothing will hin- 
der our eventual sanctification. The 
fullest dependence, however, upon the 
power of Grod's grace ought not in any 
wise to deaden our own exertions. There 
is a sentimality in religion which, mistak- 
ing feeling for devotion and excitement 
for grace, tends to stop the active per- 
formance of social and domestic duties. 
If enduring habits of piety are to be 
formed, these duties are evidently of the 
utmost importance. Inward acts of the 
mind,principlesdefined, resolutions formed, 
desires felt, are indeed the springs and 
motives of action, and the essence of righ- 
teousness ; but still, carrying them into 
effect gives strength and consistency to 
right feelings, which, from the want of 
such acts, become faint and evanescent. 
We must therefore strive and work, as if all 
depended upon ourselves; but pray and 
trust, because the Spirit of God can alone 
render our efforts effectual. 
The text indeed assures us most con- 
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vincingly of spiritual power to be con- 
formed to Christ's image, to perfect holiness 
in the fear of God. While it humbles us 
on the one hand, pointing out our in- 
herent weakness ; on the other it cheers 
us with the most exalted hope, promising 
us the victory over sin, and fellowship 
through the Spirit with God himself, even 
the Father and the Son. Here then is 
the practical remedy for hereditary cor- 
ruption in man. The Christian is put in 
possession of the means, whereby it may 
be overcome, and a higher degree of 
holiness, through the discipline of his 
will, attained. And lest it should be said 
that the difficulty lies, not in continuing 
to do well, but in beginning^ the promise 
of the Spirit implies preventing as well 
as assistvig grace ; for as human parents 
put their children in a condition to make 
use of those good gifts, which they pro- 
vide for them ; much more will our hea- 
venly Father enable us to turn unto Him, 
that we may be able to receive the bless- 
ing of his assisting grace. The Holy 
Spirit is the Author and Qiver of life : 
he woilis in us the will : he quickens as 
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well as stremgikems faith in God: he 
draws us to Christ as *' the wav, the 
troth, and the life." Thus he begins^ 
carries on, and compleies the good work ; 
yet we haTe oar part to perform, to yield 
ourselves urillmgly to his guidance, to be 
his workmanship, created anew unto 
good works, ' ' which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in tbemi*." 
As far then as the Christian is concerned, 
nothing is wanting to enable Aim to per- 
feci holiness; and though the heathen 
have not yet received the promise of the 
Spirit, yet Christ being the propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world, shews 
that '* the prodigal son" hath still a place 
in the affections of his heavenly Father, 
to whose uncovenanted mercy they are 
left. Let w bless God that he bath 
called us to the enjoyment of the promise ; 
nor let us be slack to carry the glad 
tidings of redemption and sanctification 
to the most distant corners of the earth, 
satisfied that in this way we are accom- 
plishing the divine will, although bis 

i» Eph. ii. 10. 
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judgments are unsearchable, and his ways 
are past finding out. 

If in contrast with this portion of the 
Christian scheme, we examine the Pela- 
gian doctrine ; suggested by carnal pride 
to remove if possible the *' hard saying" 
of hereditary corruption ; we are struck at 
once with the different tone of mind, 
which must be the effect of each. The 
confidence of one is in the Spirit of God, 
of the other in -man ; the sufficiency of 
one is divine, the other human ; by the 
one boasting is excluded, by the other 
man hath whereof to glory. Well then 
does the Psalmist teach us to pray, 
*' Keep thy servant from presumptuous 
sins, lest they get the dominion over me'^," 
when such a system has arisen even 
among Christians, and wants not fol- 
lowers even at the present day. The 
carnal mind will, if possible, establish its 
own righteousness. It made the Jews 
reject Christ ; it makes the worldly 
Christian neglect the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit ; but nevertheless ** the kind- 
ness and love of God our Saviour toward 

'Ps. xix. 13. 
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man hath appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saves us by 
the washing of regeneration^ and renewing 
oftheHolyGhost^*' 

It remains to advert to those practical 
inferences, which the promise of the 
Spirit suggests. And first as to sin after 
baptism ; must it not now be exceeding 
sinful? or do we question the power of 
the Holy Spirit to cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts? God forbid. ''The Lord's 
hand is not shortened that it cannot save%'' 
nor is he '' slack concerning his promised" 
If we sin then after baptism, we either ask 
not, or we ask amiss ; hence it is that men 
fall away from baptismal grace, and in- 
stead of walking religiously in good works, 
willingly commit sin. And what is the 
excuse with which the majority of Chris- 
tians satisfy their deadened consciences ? 
Is it not the weakness of their nature? 
True, there is this weakness ; but is it not 
magnified beyond the reality ? Is not the 
grace of God depreciated? Do not they 
seem to imply that they are under some 

' Tit. iii. 4. • Is. lix. 1 . » 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
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necessity of sinning ? At all events, that 
awe of the divine displeasure is not felt, 
which every sin willingly committed 
ought to awaken. It may be said, that 
being under grace and not under a law, 
God is not extreme to mark our failings ; 
but is not such reliance on Christ's media- 
tion at the expense of faith in the sanctify- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit ? There can 
be no doubt that grace is sufficient for us, 
and that it is made perfect in our weak- 
ness. But if instead of habitually seeking 
that help, we rather choose to rely upon the 
blood of our Lord, as atoning for whatever 
amount of sin we wilfully contract, is not 
this to m, that justifying grace may 
abound? Is it not unwarrantably to rely 
on Christ's holiness? to rest in that as if 
supplemental to, or vicarious for, our own? 
Doubtless repentance is not to be denied 
to sin after- baptism ; but with the mass of 
Christians, carelessness in going on to per^ 
fection is often concealed from themselves 
under an idle hope of the indiscriminate 
mercy of God. 

There is another, not uncommon, 
view of the method in which the Spirit 
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acts, which with a shew of piety tends to 
deaden the conscience, and to cause care- 
lessness of sinning. The promise is to 
all that ask ; and it is obvious from the 
analogy adduced , that they who ask re- 
ceive more certainly, more continuously, 
and more abundantly than children re- 
ceive good gifts from their earthly parents. 
Is this then consistent with the doctrine 
of an effectual calU or the new birth, 
delayed, perhaps, till the very verge of 
life, even in those who have earnestly 
prayed for grace, and whose conversation 
has been such as becomes the Gospel"? 

" Compare the former life and piety of the mother 
of the Wesleys with the epitaph on her tomb. 

True daughter of affliction she. 
Inured to pain and misery. 
Mourned a long night of griefs and fears, 
A legal night of seventy years. 

The Father then revealed the Son, &c. &c. 

Yet in 1 70S, 39 years before her deaths we read, that 
when endeavouring to escape from the flames of her 
husband's house at Epworth, Lincolnshire, afler 
three times attempting to face them, and shrinking 
as often from their force, she besought Christ to 
preserve her, if it tvas his will, from that dreadful 
death. And during the absences of Mr. Wesley, 
who usually attended the sittings of Convocation, 



\ 
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Nor again does it seem consistent witti 
the notion, that the comfort of God's 
Holy Spirit is often withdrawn, not as in 
David's case, because of sin ; but as the 
necessary trial of our faith. And what 

she was accustomed to pray with her own family on 
Sunday evenings, read a sermon, and engage after- 
wards in religious conversation. Some of the pa- 
rishioners having requested permission to attend, from 
thirty to forty persons usually assembled, andat length 
more than the apartment could hold. When remon- 
strated with by her husband, she replies, " she could 
not but look upon every soul which he had left under 
her care, as a talent committed to her under a trust 
by the great Lord of all the families of heaven and 
earth." Among her papers was found a prayer, ex- 
pressing an intention to be more particularly careful 
of the soul of this child (John Wesley), which God 
had so mercifully provided for, that she might instil 
into him the principles of true religion and virtue. 
" Lord," she saitl, ^' give me grace to do it sincerely 
and prudently, and bless my attempts with good 
success." Yet this is the person to whom Christ is 
said to be revealed first when 70 years old. 

Philip Henry " blamed those who laid so much 
stress on people's knowing the exact time of their 
conversion, which' he thought was with many not 
possible to do. Who can so soon be aware of the day- 
break, or of the springing up of the seed sown } The 
work of grace is better known in its effects than in 
its causes." Southetfs Life of Wesley. 
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is the practical e£fect ? Are our devotions 
dull? The excuse is, we are under the 
hidings of God^s face. Do we fall into sin ? 
The Holy Spirit has abandoned us to the 
will of Satan : and thus we insensibly dis- 
card the idea of responsibility, in exalting 
divine grace, and overlook the fulness of 
the promise made to us of spiritual help. 

Very diflferent will be the temper of 
mind resulting from full faith in the 
power of grace, and the freeness where- 
with it is promised. All sin will then 
appear exceeding sinful ; as utterly without 
excuse^ On the other hand, we shall feel, 
not only that holiness is required from 
us, but that it is really attainable; that 
the measure of our obligation is exactly 
that of our ability and our means. And 
since spiritual improvement •proceeds in 
exact proportion to the standard of re- 
quirement ; rising or sinking as that is 
elevated or lowered ; it is highly import- 
ant that the Christian should know the 
extent to which the promise of divine 
help goes ; that he should from thence 
take the measure of Christian obligation ; 
that he should fix his contemplation not 
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on human weakness, but divine strength ; 
that his mind should be conversant not 
with the failings of man, but with the 
power of the Spirit of God ; should not 
be seeking palliatives for misconduct, but 
more exalted ideas of hoUness ; should 
aspire to the company of just men 
made perfect, not content itself with 
the imperfect righteousness of a carnal 
world. 

Not only does the promise point out 
that the Christian must have no fellow - 
ship with the unfruitful works of dark" 
ness, but it also teaches that he must 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. The 
fruits of the Spirit, as enumerated by 
St. Paul, are without doubt a description 
of spiritual perfection. And the promise 
of our Lord, ** If any man love me he will 
keep my words, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him"," is inconsistent with 
any state of the heart, where the Spirit of 
holiness is not habitually predominant. 
The natural eflfect of the principle, * * Be ye 
perfect, even as your Father which is in 

" John xiv. 23. 
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heaven is perfect*," will be such as 
St. Paul describes, when he tells the 
Philippians, '' he counted not that he had 
apprehended ^^ ;" '' but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." Accordingly it kept the 
apostle humble, as though he had not 
attained, and was not already perfect. 
It made him watchful, if by any means he 
might attain. It made him concentrate all 
the energies of his soul into one purpose, 
" this one thing I do." It made him 
active and laborious in carrying forward 
the work of Christ ; ** he forgot those 
things which are behind, and reached forth 
unto those which are before." It made 
him patient under the fellowship of Christ's 
sufferings. It elevated his mind far above 
all earthly objects ; *' having suffered the 
loss of all things, he counted them as 
dung^" 

Such a view of the power of divine 
grace strikingly illustrates the value of 

« Matt. V. 48. y Phil. iii. 1 3. * Phil. iii. 8. 
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the Christian scheme. Through that 
scheme is realised the moral purity^ of 
which the human heart is capable, but 
which never was attained by the natural 
man. Again, the spiritual effect of the 
Gospel on the soul appeals adequate 
to that wonderful interposition, " God 
manifest in the flesh*." Lastly, it 
exhibits the corruption entailed through 
Adam upon his posterity, as counteracted 
and removed on the simple condition of 
prayer. Thus the divine goodness is shewn 
in a conspicuous light, and salvation as his 
free gift, *' not of works, lest any man 
should boast." 

Instead then of perplexing ourselves with 
vain speculations regarding the corruption 
of our nature, let us seek in the doctrine 
of sanctification, comfort and edification. 
The original permission of evil is a sub- 
ject above our grasp ; finite minds cannot 
comprehend infinity. We are also in a 
state of probation^ and to know only in 
part furnishes the trial of our will and 
affections ; calhng into existence, faith 
and res'ignation. Thus the wisdom of 

* 1 Tiro. iii. 16. 
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God, even in the most mysterious of his 
dispensations, is justified of its children. 
They feel, that if as creatures they have 
been made subject to vanity, yet '* all 
things work together for good to them 
that love Grod, the called according to his 
purpose**." They know, that as " God 
spared not his own Son, but deUvered 
him up for us all, he will with him 
freely give us all things *";'' above all, 
** his Holy Spirit to them that ask him." 

«» Rom. viii. 28. « Rom. viii. 32. 
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Romans ii. 14, 15. 

When the Gentiles^ which have not the law, do 
by nature the things contained in the law, these 
having not the law, are a law imto themselves ; 
which shew the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and 
their thovghts tlie meanwhile accusing or else 
excusing one another. 

In applying the scheme of Christianity 
to the effects of original sin, it becomes 
evident that the former was designed to 
be the remedy for the latter. There is 
indeed a perfect adaptation of their parts, 
the one to the other. If we are bom in 
sin and are by nature children of wrath, 
the blood of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world has released us 
from that state of condemnation. If 
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through the infection of our nature, when 
we would do good evil is present with us, 
we have a *' sufficiency" of God, the coni- 
fort of the Holy Ghost ; whereby we may 
overcome the flesh. Unable then, as we 
may be, to comprehend, why in the be- 
ginning an enemy was permitted to *' sow 
tares among the good seed :" to mar that 
fair creation which, as it came from its 
Maker's hands, ** behold, it was very 
good;'* to ourselves, at least as Christians, 
an effectual remedy has been vouchsafed ; 
and we are laid under the obligation of 
submitting ourselves to the wisdom of 
God in Christ. 

But is the prospect totally dark with 
regard to the larger portion of mankind ? 
If born in sin, are they still under con- 
demnation ? If they inherit a corrupt 
nature, are they left to struggle with it 
as they may, to earn the wages of sin, 
death in this world and in that which is 
to come ? There may indeed be some 
who look with indifference, if not com- 
placency, upon such a dispensation ; as 
more awfully displaying the sovereignty 
of God. Nor should we dare to dispute 
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the power of the potter thus to make (if he so 
pleased) one vessel to honour and another 
to dishonour. But the question is as to 
the fact : whether He who represents 
himself to us as love^ having permitted 
his reasonable creatures to be born in sin, 
has left the greater part of them under 
condemnation: without the means of 
eflfectually resisting concupiscence ; while 
they are to be judged according to the 
strict law of holiness ? As respects the 
Christian world, '^ where sin abounded, 
grace has much more abounded." But 
has the Gospel scheme no wider scope 
than those to whom it has been revealed ? 
In some points at least it is not so confined. 
The atonement is coextensive with original 
guilt. ** If by the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation, even 
so by the righteousness of one the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of 
life *." And again, if by the sin of Adam 
all became subject to death, even " so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.^^ Has then 
the economy of salvation merely this ex- 
tent ? With respect to inherent corruption, 

* Rom. V. 18. 

£ 
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is the condition of the heathen not hettered 
by it? Must he cry in vain like Esau, 
*' Hast thou but one blessing, O my father? 
Bless me, even me also, O my father ?" In 
that case could he be a law unto himself ? 
Could he attain to glory, honour, and im- 
mortality ? Would he not be inevitably 
given over to a reprobate mind, to commit 
all uncleanness with greediness? Without 
some light from Scripture, it would be 
worse than useless to ask these questions ; 
but St. Paul has opened a cheering view 
in the words of my text. ** When the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by 
nature the things contained in the law, 
these having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves ;" and if by nature (without a 
covenant^ that is, or a revelation) the 
Gentile does the things contained in the 
law, God will render to him according to 
his deeds, " glory, honour, and peace to 
every man that worketh good*'." 

Even under the dispensation of original 
sin then, the condition of the unenlight- 
ened heathen is not one of despair. It is 
implied in the Scriptures, that he can 

•» Rom. ii. 10. 
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patiently coDtinue m well doing; and that 
he can attain unto eternal life. But as 
salvation is undouhtedly the free gift 
of God through the atonement of Christ, 
are we not also led to think that, when 
'* the Gentile is a law unto himself/' 
it is through the Spirit of God, enabling 
him to overcome the infection of his 
nature ? or if indeed he is left to the light 
of nature and conscience, will he not be 
judged according to that measure of holi- 
ness to which without law and without 
the Spirit he is able to attain ? On either 
supposition no more is required than he 
can perform ; his spiritual strength is not 
unequal to the task assigned him ; nor 
will he be an outcast from heaven on 
account of the disobedience of Adam. 

Let us then consider, whether the Scrip- 
tures give any intimations that the Spirit 
of God, even without a covenant, will 
strive with the wickedness of man's heart ? 
and, secondly, upon what principle the 
Gentile will be judged ? 

With regard to the former of these 
points, if we believe in the widest oflfer 
of grace to those under the covenant of 

e2 
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salvation, limited by nothing but their 
own want of faith in asking, still beyond 
the covenant, the promise does not appear 
to extend. We know indeed that a large 
section of the Christian world denies that 
grace is vouchsafed to all, even of those 
who are outwardly called to the Gospel. 
Although our blessed Saviour bade his 
apostles preach it to every creature^ and 
himself warned every one that had ears 
" to hear ;" they maintain, that unbelief 
results not from wilful perverseness, but 
from the absolute decree of God, so that 
some can neither believe unto righteous- 
ness, nor be converted that they may be 
forgiven. Again, there are others who, 
confessing that God gave his only Son to 
die for the sins of the whole world, never- 
theless make him secretly cancel and 
frustrate that beneficent design, by with- 
holding grace to believe ; by passing over 
the many, and irresistibly regenerating the 
few. But though these narrow views of 
the fatherly goodness of God are incon- 
sistent with the Lord's giving himself 
" a ransom for all%" and with his bidding 

« 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
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** every one that had ears" to hear ; (seeing 
that he at least must have known who 
were the very elect ; who would believe, 
and who could not, because grace had 
not been given them ;) yet dare we hope 
that the Holy Spirit may have a wider 
field of operation than the, limits of the 
visible Church ? Is a covenant and pro- 
mise on the one hand, an absolute bar to 
compassion on the other ? The dogs even 
eat the crumbs which fall from their 
master's table ; though it be not right to 
take the children's meat and cast it to 
them. I would not be thought to under- 
value the blessing of our calling and 
election in the Gospel ; or to suppose 
equal privileges enjoyed by those to whom 
the covenant of the Spirit has not yet 
come. But if the Gentile world has 
an interest in the atonement of Christ, 
even though it be not yet revealed unto 
them ; why is the hope forbidden that the 
Spirit of God may even among the hea- 
then be striving with the corruption of na- 
ture ; rescuing some from the bondage of 
satan, and fitting them by moral purity 
for glory and immortality hereafter ? The 
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pouriDg out of the Spirit upon all flesh 
began to take place on the day of Pentecost ; 
but though the apostles were to wait for 
the promise of the Father, yet under the 
Lawj holy men spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. Nor were the gifts 
of the Spirit, either then or in the patri- 
archal times, confined within the limits of a 
covenant. Melchisedek, Jethro, Balaam, 
Job, and Ruth, are striking examples of 
spiritual gifts and graces conveyed through 
no such channel. In yet later times, the 
Spirit led the wise men from the east to 
worship their infant Saviour. These in- 
stances are sufficient to shew, that, inde- 
pendently of any covenant, the Spirit 
will reveal himself; that " in every nation 
he that feareth God and worketh righte- 
ousness, may be accepted with him ;'^ for- 
asmuch as all men are his offspring, and 
he has made of one blood, all the nations 
of the earth, " that they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, 
and find him, though he is not far from 
every one of us : for in him we live, and 
move, and have our being'^." Unquestion- 

^ Acts xvii. 27, 28. 
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ably St. Paul asserts, that the Gentile who 
has not a revealed law, may do by nature, 
that is, without such law, its moral duties, 
at least, to some extent; and since the pro- 
pitiation eflFected by the blood of the Lamb 
extends to the whole race of A.A^m^ perhaps 
they have also an interest (actual, not 
merely contingent) in those spiritual 
blessings, which Christ obtained, when 
he went up to glory ; " yea even for his 
enemies, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them**/^ 

Leaving, however, this part of the subj ect , 
which at best admits only of conjecture 
and of hope, let us turn to the rule by 
which, according to Scripture, God will 
judge the world. It appears to be laid 
down in these words of our Saviour, *' that 
servant, which knew his Lord's will, and 
prepared not himself, neither did accord- 
ing to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. But he that knew not, and did com- 
mit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 
with few stripes^" Men will be judged 
then according to their means and oppor- 
tunities. And though without personal 

^ Ps. Ixiii. 18. e Luke xii. 47, 48. 
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holiness no one will see the Lord, and 
then onhf by his free mercy in Christ; 
yet a lower measure perhaps will be ac- 
cepted from the heathen as the earnest of 
a right spirit, than from those to whom 
Grod has revealed his Son : for to whom 
little is given, of him less will be required. 
K then the heathen can be a law unto them- 
selves, their actual state of corruption is 
not the unavoidable effect of nature, but is 
brought on by indulging the lusts of their 
own hearts? Their condemnation therefore 
is just, and the ways of the Lord equal '^ to 
all his creatures.*' No one will perish ever- 
lastingly from want of power to love the 
thing that is right ; but from wilful dislike 
of that law. 

If in opposition to this view, that every 
sinner " will bear his own burden,'' and not 
suffer loss for Adam's disobedience, it be 
urged, that God has in his law threatened 
to visit the sins of the fathers upon the 
children of the third and fourth genera- 
tion, and that therefore the same principle 
might extend to the remotest descendants 
of our first parent ; it may be answered,, 
that though temporal evil is thus dis- 
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pensed, it is not the law of eternal punish- 
ment. The sinful child will not he punished 
eternally for having had a sinful parent, 
but for being himself sinful ; for not being 
a law unto himself ; for working unclean- 
ness with greediness. The national sins 
of the Jews in departing from the living 
God were indeed to be visited by national 
calamity. The children were to perish 
from oflF that good land which the Lord 
had given their fathers. But in exception 
even of this rule there is this remark- 
able instance. The perverse generation 
which came out of Egypt perished in the 
wilderness ; while their children God 
brought into the land of promise, of which 
their fathers had refused to go up and 
take possession. 

That '* the ways of the Lord are equal," 
and that he will *' be clear when he 
judgesS" he vouchsafes to tell his people, 
through the mouth of his prophets. In 
captivity they murmured, that the sins 
of their forefathers were visited upon them. 
Accordingly Ezekiel was directed to shew 
them, that the children's teeth were not 

* Ps. li. 4. 
B 3 
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set on edge, because their fathers had 
eaten the sour grape ^; that the son did 
not bear the iniquity of the father; 
but that they themselves had sinned, and 
the soul that sinned it should die. In 
nearly the same terms Jeremiah assures 
them, '* that every one shall die for his 
own iniquity^;" "every man that eateth the 
sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge." 
Doubtless that generation had, like a 
later one, filled up the measure of their 
fathers, and deserved the sufferings which 
befel them ; but we may also gather from 
these words, that the divine justice does 
not demand victims for involuntary guilt. 
The language of the new covenant already 
referred to is still more explicit. '* The 
servant which knew his Lord's will, and 
prepared not himself, neither did accord- 
ing to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes ; but he that knew not, and did 
commit things worthy of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few stripes^." If then guilt 
and punishment diminish in proportion 
as sin is caused by involuntary ignorance ; 
the unrighteousness which results solely 

' Ezek. xviii. 2. « Jer. xxxi. 29. " Luke xii. 47, 48. 
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from the corruption of nature, will not be 
visited upon the unenlightened heathen; 
but such only as in spite of his better 
knowledge he has committed. The dif- 
ference made between the ignorant and 
the wilful sinner is expressly rested by 
our Lord upon those natural ideas of 
justice, which God has planted in our 
hearts ; for he justifies the distinction by 
the example of mankind ; *' unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall more 
be required ; and to whom men have com- 
mitted much, of him will they ask the 
more'." It is not presumptuous then to 
think that the justice of God is analog oils 
to that he has implanted in the heart of 
man. If so, the Gentiles which have not 
the Law, neither the promise of the Spirit, 
will not be visited for that corruption 
which they inherit; nor for the unrigh- 
teousness of which it is the necessary 
cause. Original guilt is taken away by 
the atonement of Christ ; and sin is not 
imputed, where there is no law ; neither 
any means granted whereby it may be 
overcome. If the Gentile is condemned, 

* Luke xii. 48. 
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it will be for not having done by nature 
the things contained in the law, so far 
as it is in their power to do them; for 
not shewing forth the works of the law, 
which is written on their hearts by the 
finger of God. On the other hand, in 
order to be saved, he most attain to such 
holiness as the light of nature, the voice of 
conscience, and the authority of reason, are 
able to produce. And even this measure 
of righteousness will be accepted, not 
because it is perfect, but through God's 
mercy in Christ. '' If the uncircumcision 
keep the righteousness of the law, shall 
not his uncircumcision be counted for 
circumcision^," that is, shall it not obtain 
the blessings, without the medium, of a 
covenant ? The Gentile then, relatively to 
his knowledge, appears to be no less 
capable of attaining to salvation through 
Christ, than the Christian; ** for to whom- 
soever much is given, of him more will 
be required." The practical effect there- 
fore of original sin, and the consequences 
of one man's disobedience, are cancelled 
by the Christian scheme to both. This 

* Rom. ii. 26. 
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is enough for oar comfort and edification. 
But as to the original permission of evil 
through Adam, it is part of the things 
which God has not revealed, and which 
therefore it is rash and sinful to scruti- 
nize. Let faith rather assure us, that the 
existing scheme of things is either the 
best, or the only one possible ; and let us 
adore the goodness of God, in that where 
sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound ; that in every nation, whether 
under a law or without law, he that 
feareth and worketh righteousness, will 
for Christ^ s sake be accepted with God. 

This enlarged view of the scope of 
Christianity, while it detracts nothing 
from the blessedness of being called, as 
we have been, to the promise of salvation 
through the Gospel, removes a difficulty, 
which leads men of different tempers into 
Pelagian or Calvinistic views. The former 
vindicate, as they fancy, the justice of 
God, by overlooking the evidence of man's 
corruption ; the other acquiesce in irre- 
spective reprobation, as displaying more 
awfully the sovereign will of God. The 
tremendous simplicity of the latter scheme, 
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by which, through no fault of their own, 
millions of immortal spirits are created to 
be everlastingly miserable, seems totally 
at variance with the character of him who 
is ** love^;" ** who has no pleasure in the 
death of a sinner," and who '* tempteth 
not any man""." 

Nor is the harshness of the system re- 
moved, by substituting for an absolute de- 
cree of reprobation, the milder term of 
prcBteritiorty whereby some are left to perish 
without preventing grace. If the latter 
be withheld, escape from the corruption, 
that is, in the world through lust, is 
utterly impossible ; and on this no less 
than on the former supposition, millions 
of souls are born to perish everlastingly ; 
without being themselves the cause, and 
without enjoying a chance of salvation. 

On the other hand, the Pelagian scheme 
is not more agreeable to the experienced 
nature of man, than that of Calvin to the 
revealed attributes of God. If there never 
has existed one, save the only-begotten of 
the Father, in whom the flesh has not over- 
come the Spirit ; what but an infection 

* 1 John iv. 16. *" Ezek. xyiii. 23. Jam. i. 13. 
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of our very nature can account for such 
universal corruption? Still, though the 
natural man cannot work out his own 
justification, and the heathen have not 
so much as heard whether there be any 
Saviour, we are not compelled to consign 
them to helpless and hopeless perdition. 
If not under the covenant of grace, the 
Gentile nevertheless, whether it be by the 
Spirit of God helping his infirmity, or 
through the poor remains of his original 
uprightness, may do by nature the things 
contained in the law ; in either case he 
is justly accountable ; and if the righteous- 
ness, he can attain to, necessarily falls short 
of justification, still he may receive glory, 
honour, and immortality as the free gift of 
God through Christ ; or at least he will 
receive fewer stripes in consideration of his 
ignorance, so far as that ignorance is not 
wilful. In his righteous judgment, God 
assuredly will " render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds" ; to them who by 
patient continuance in well-doing seek for 
glory, honour, and immortality, eternal 
life : but unto them that are contentious, 

^ Romans ii. 6. 
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and do not obey the truths obey but unrigh- 
teousness, indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of 
the Gentile ; but glory, honour, and peace 
to every man that worketh good, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Gentile." Not- 
withstanding therefore the dispensation 
whereby sin •* passed upon all men,^^ 
*' where sin abounded, grace does much 
more abound.*' Before I close the re- 
marks I have offered in illustration of that 
blessed truth, it is proper to notice some 
points, which are liable to misapprehen- 
sion. First then, the position, that heathens 
can attain to glory, honour, and immor- 
tality, may seem to imply the ability of 
man to work out his own salvation. I say 
seem^ because when St. Paul says, '' that 
the Gentiles do by nature the things of the 
law, they are a law unto themselves," it 
is not to be supposed, that he asserts 
them to fulfil the righteousness of the 
law. That is reserved for those who live 
in the Spirit, and walk after the Spirit*". 
Besides, he proves both Jew and Gentile 

• Rom, viii, 4. 
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to be ^^ under sin, that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world guilty 
before God?.'' Their righteousness there- 
fore could not justify or save them without 
redemption by the blood of Christ. Whe- 
ther their justification will be accomplished, 
likie the Christians, through faith ; and if 
so, when the Lamb of God shall be re- 
vealed to them ; or whether the spirit 
of faith manifested in their obedience to 
the law and light of nature, shall be ac- 
cepted in lieu of that more perfect faith 
required in the Christian; it does not 
concern us to enquire. It is enough if 
we ourselves are striving to enter in at 
the strait gate. That they have a hope 
of immortality, and that their righteous- 
ness, such as it is, will shame the dis- 
obedient members of Grod's visible Church, 
is plainly deducible from the apostle's 
words. This is sufficient to dispel the 
shadow of death spread over the world by 
original sin: and let us be content to 
know, that for Christ's sake, and his alone^ 
will any child of Adam attain unto glory. 
Secondly, the position may seem to 

^ Rom. iii. 19. 
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clepreciate the blessng of oar calling and 
electian to the GoqpeL What "^^ advan- 
tage^,"^ it may be asked^ has the Christian, 
and what '^ profit'' is tiiere of baptism ? 
Much ewy way; chiefly because mito 
them are committed the aracies of €iod ; to 
them also pertaineth the service of God 
and die promises. Saise to the highest 
degree which expoioice pemits, the 
moral attainments of the natural man; 
attribute to him all the yirtoes whidi 
unaided reason can discorrar and exercise ; 
to what after all do diey amount ? It can 
be little necessary in tMs place"^ to com- 
pare the perfect Christian, with die jost 
heathen ; to lad you look on this pictare 
and on this. Who has not £dt his am- 
Ticrtions straigthen, his aflSsctions warm 
towards the Gospel, as he peruses the 
pages of heathen moralists ; while he con- 
trasts the self-idolizing rigfateousne^ iji 
the latter with the deep and earnest self- 
abasement of a Fkul ? Were then the ideal 
righteousness of reason found to exist 
tbrou^iout the world, instead of the hea- 
then bdng generally sunk in ignorance 

^ Rm. in. 1. <» OxSonL 
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and vice, still there would be ample motive 
for preaching Christ crucified, and bring- 
ing down every high thought into sub- 
mission to his Cross. For even the Jews 
were required to turn away from the 
elements of the law ; beggarly indeed, 
when compared with the substance of 
Christianity ; but far more righteous, and 
pure, and wise, than any unrevealed 
system of religion or morals. 

A third objection may perhaps be drawn 
from the Sacraments. It may be asked, to 
what purpose were those means of grace 
instituted, if without them men may at- 
tain unto salvation? Is not then our 
superiority of privilege sufficiently mani- 
fest, without denying the possibility of 
some moral purity to the heathen ? The 
Jewish lawgiver in his last exhortation 
to obedience asks, *' what nation is there 
so great, that hath statutes and judgments 
so righteous as all this law, which I set 
before you this day ? or what nation hath 
God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our 
God is in all things we call upon him 
for'?" In like manner the Christian may 

' Deut. iv. 7, 8. 
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rejoice in the advantage he enjoys in 
respect of the means of grace. Relying 
on the covenant, he may come boldly^ and 
ask for help in time of need; assured that 
God will not be slack to fulfil his pro- 
miseSy or make of no effect his own 
ordinances. The Gentile, on the other 
hand, has not received the covenant of 
adoption; he has no right to cry Abba 
Father; he is not conscious of spiritual 
access by Christ unto God ; and therefore 
though he may possibly be a law unto 
himself, yet this in no wise impairs the 
blessing of our calling and election in 
Christ, nor diminishes the efficacy of the 
Sacraments when duly used. It rather 
bids us to take heed to make our calling 
and election sure; and watch lest our 
progress in holiness should not be pro- 
portionate to the superior spiritual ad- 
vantages vouchsafed to us. 

Comparing then the scheme of Chris- 
tianity with the effects of Adam's fall, 
we have reason from the Scriptures to 
think, that the scope of the former is 
coextensive with the latter. Not only 
were the fall and recovery of man con* 
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temporaneous in the foreknowledge of 
God, but also designed by Him to be 
equal in extent. If the disobedience of 
Adam, and the corruption of the human 
race, were from everlasting foreseen ; so 
also was '' the Lamb slain from the found- 
ation of the world'/' If sin and death 
passed upon all men through the first 
Adam, righteousness and immortality were 
brought back by the second. To specu- 
late upon the antecedent causes, which 
rendered such dispensations necessary, is 
obviously above the range of finite intelli- 
gence : to object therefore k priori to the 
economy of salvation is plainly rash and 
sinful, where such important consequences 
as everlasting happiness or misery are 
involved. Every practical difficulty re- 
sulting from original sin is effectually 
removed to the believer. Nor is the 
mercy of God limited within the pale of 
the visible Church. The prodigal son, 
the Gentile, may still have a place in the 
affection of his heavenly Father ; his teeth 
will not be set on edge because his first 
parent ate the sour grape ; that is, if he 

• Rev. xiii. 8. 
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does by nature the things contained in 
the law. Though not called to the know- 
ledge of his Saviour upon earth, he may 
yet perhaps be numbered among the very 
elect, ov finally saved hereafter. But if he^ 
falls short of that moral purity which even 
the light of nature might teach, then his 
unrighteousness is wilful, and his con- 
demnation just. 

The dispensation of original sin is thus 
divested of its melancholy character by 
the abundant grace of God, manifested in 
redemption and sanctification. We should 
also recollect, that freedom of will is a 
necessary condition to Virtue, and ihepos- 
sibility of transgression inseparable from 
the imperfection of created beings. Above 
all, knowing our inability to descry in its 
length and breadth God's government of 
the universe, let us humbly adore, rather 
than rashly impugn, his wisdom in any 
dispensation, however mysterious. Sin has 
entered into the world, and so passed upon 
all men : but as Christians we feel that it 
has been practically remedied to ourselves ; 
and there is good reason to hope, that the 
benefits of the Christian scheme extend to 
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the world at large. Doubtless the great- 
est possible amount of good has been pro- 
vided for with the smallest admixture of 
defect ; and, in a word, sin and death, nay, 
hell itself, ordained in the beginning, not 
only by the wisdom and justice, but also 
the love of the Creator". 

** This idea is expressed in the powerful language 
of Dante, in his well-known inscription on the gates 
of hell : 

Giustizia mosse il meo Alto Fattore 

Feceme la Divina Potestate 

La Somma Sapienza ed il Primo Amore. 



SERMON V. 



ALL THINGS WORK GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE 

GOD. 



Matt. xiii. 27—30. 

So the servants of the householder came and said 
unto him^ Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in 
thy yield? from whence then hath it tares? He 
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The 
servants said unto him. Wilt thou then that we 
go and gather them up? But he said. Nay; 
lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up 
also the wheat with them. Let both grow 
together until the harvest 

The resemblances between the material 
and moral world, between the conduct of 
mankind and the dealings of God, have 
supplied one medium of instruction in 
divine things. On these resemblances the 
parables of our Lord are founded ; which in 
spite of passion and prejudice, conveyed 
truth to repugnant minds, and awakened 

F 
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feelings in hearts insensible to direct re- 
proof. With no less success analogy has 
been applied in later times to vindicate 
revelation from cavils and objections. 

The parable before us is useful in both 
respects. It teaches that the entrance as 
well as continuance of evil in the spiritual 
world is by God's permission, and it also 
directs our attention to a similar dispensa- 
tion in external nature. It does not indeed 
pretend to lay open the secret counsel of 
God, nor explain why in the scheme of 
creation temptation, and sin, and death, 
could not be shut out. On this point it 
maintains that brevity and reserve, which 
on other subjects also pervade the Scrip- 
tures. When the servants of the house- 
holder observe with surprise that the 
wheat hath tares, the answer is only, '' an 
enemy hath done this." They question 
not further why he was permitted to ex- 
ercise so mischievous a power, nor are 
they permitted to go at once and root 
them out. They knew that the house- 
holder had sown good seed in his field, 
and they are required to rely on his wis- 
dom for its preservation : to wait until 
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the harvest, when the tares would be 
gathered into bundles to burn. 

The parable has also a narrower applica- 
tion. It alluded to the mixture of good 
and evil men in the visible Church ; but 
in this respect the Church fared precisely 
as Paradise had done before. In both, 
every thing that God made behold it was 
very good ; in both, by the malice of the 
devil, evil was subsequently introduced. 

Startling, however, as may be the fact, 
that Infinite Wisdom and Power should 
thus permit its design even partially to 
be thwarted, yet that *' wisdom" is " justi- 
fied" to its " children" by the more abun- 
dant manifestation of the goodness of 
God, which such a dispensation occasioned. 
If ** sin abounded" through the fall of 
Adam, ** grace did much more abound" in 
the redemption of the world, and the 
coming of the Holy Ghost. 

But even in the permission of evil, a 
beneficent purpose was accomplished. The 
tares, we are told in the parable, cannot be 
rooted out without endangering the wheat. 
This is perhaps even truer of the spiritual 
than the natural tares. At the end of 

f2 
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time indeed, when they shall have per- 
formed their task, all things that offend 
will be gathered out ; but the im- 
mediate separation of the good and evil, 
would be attended with the detriment, if 
not entire destruction, of the former. The 
things that offend, by supplying trial and 
discipline to the servants of God, tend to 
exalt and purify. There is then in the 
permission of evil not only cause for 
watchfulness and anxiety, but also for 
thankfulness and hope. God is love, as 
well in his original creation, as in the 
spiritual recovery of the world. ** All 
things work together for good to them 
that love him *.^^ It shall be my object 
then in this discourse to illustrate this 
truth. 

In nature, temporary endurance of the 
tares is necessary for the preservation of 
the wheat. Root out the one, and you 
would infallibly endanger, if not destroy, 
the other: but though they must needs 
grow together, the weed adds nothing to 
the plant, but rather impairs its strength 
and luxuriance. Not so as respects the 

* Rom. viii. 28. 
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growth of the Christian graces and dis- 
positions. The analogy between the 
natural and the spiritual world in this 
respect does not hold. Constituted as we 
are, virtue without trial would not exist. 
Holiness implies the determination of the 
will to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
It implies therefore temptation overcome; 
the latter consequently is a necessary 
condition of its growth. Indeed, the same 
principle seems to extend to all the powers 
of the mind and body. Muscular strength, 
intellectual vigour, force of imagination, 
and firmness of principle, all depend 
upon the continued and strenuous exertion 
of the natural faculty. There is, however, 
this diflFerence between the object on which 
the powers of the body are exercised, and 
those which employ the affections and the 
understanding. Evil is not a necessary 
ingredient in the labour which strengthens 
the body ; but if the reasoning faculty is to 
be rendered quick and discerning, error and 
fallacy are required to try and exercise it. 
Still greater necessity exists for the presence 
of evil to discipline the will. In moral 
conduct there must be a perception of the 
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different courses which may be pursued ; 
of the evil as well as the good ; and a 
deliberate choice must be made between 
them. In order to be righteous, we must 
actually refuse the one and choose the 
other. The existence then of ' ' things that 
offend" affords occasion for an effort of the 
will to resist and overcome them. When- 
soever evil is refused, (and the ability to 
do so is abundantly promised to all 
who pray for it,) the better feelings 
are exhibited as triumphant ^ and thus holi- 
ness is strengthened and exalted. So 
closely is the training of the will con- 
nected with the existence of ' ' things that 
offend." 

Were there no other benefit arising from 
the permission of evil than this; did 
** tribulation" not ** work'' but merely 
prove patience, still in those who are *' led 
by the Spirit of God," '* experience and 
hope" would be the result; and thus their 
inward man would grow and be improved. 
But there is a yet more important effect of 
trial than |?roo/; it is discipline. The conse- 
quence of effort is (under grace) the growth 
of strength. An act of the will on the side 
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of holiness not merely resists, but over- 
comes; not only withstands temptation, but 
gains increased power to resist for the time 
to come. Tribulation, for example, does 
not only try, but also worketh patience ; 
and by repeated trials patience at length 
has its "perfect workS" and thus becomes 
immovably secure. 

The same result follows with regard to 
the other feelings and affections. There 
is not one which may not, under grace, be 
disciplined to perfection; and when that 
complete character shall have been formed, 
which was originally designed by God, 
the purpose for which offences were per- 
mitted will have been accomplished, and 
the possibility of transgression no more. 
As finite beings, even if we were not 
corrupt^ our freedom of will would require 
training ; it would have to gather strength 
the strength of habits from repeated pre- 
ference of good to evil, before it would 
be placed above the power of temptation. 
The contingency of evil is not only ne- 
cessary in the creation of free agents, but 
also is subservient to good. '' It must 

^ James i. 4. 
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needs be that ofifences come''," but sin 
and transgression are not necessary conse- 
quences of them ; accordingly it is * ' woe 
to him by whom the oflFence cometh." 
Their direct object is trial and discipline ; 
they are the means by which our spiri- 
tual training and growth is carried on, if 
not as causes, yet at least as conditions. 
The effort what they render necessary 
tends to remove the inherent weakness of 
finite creatures, and eventually to effect 
the separation of the righteous and the 
wicked. The things that offend and they 
that do iniquity will then be gathered out, 
and the wheat free from tares stored up 
in the garner of God. 

Such then is the beneficial purpose 
answered by the existence of ** things 
that offend ;^' and, under every distinct 
mode of the divine government revealed 
in Scripture, they have been made to 
supply a test of uprightness, and an exercise 
of our love to God. Hence then we may 
account for the greater power permitted 
to the adversary of mankind under the 
Mosaic covenant, and also during the days 

« Matt, xviii. 7. 




TO THEM THAT LOVE GOD. 105 

of our Lord and his apostles. With the 
presence of the divine glory on the mercy 
seat, or in the fleshy false signs and 
wonders seem to have been permitted, 
that the thoughts of men's hearts might be 
made manifest; and that their souls might 
be exercised to discern and adhere to 
that which most probably appeared to 
be the revealed will of God. Accord- 
ingly the magicians of Egypt to some 
extent counteracted the miraculous signs 
of Moses ; and thus the hardness of 
Pharaoh's heart, his unwillingness to 
acknowledge the power of Jehovah, was 
proved beyond question. The same 
trial also was to continue amongst the 
Israelites themselves, when settled in the 
land of Canaan. ** If there arise among 
you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and 
giveth thee a sign or a wonder ; and the 
sign or the wonder come to pass whereof 
he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after 
other gods, which thou bast not known, 
and let us serve them ; thou shalt not 
hearken unto the words of that prophet, or 
that dreamer of dreams : for the Lord your 
God proveth you to know whether ye 

f3 
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love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul^." In like 
manner, Elymas the sorcerer withstood the 
preaching of Paul, and endeavoured to 
turn away Sergius Paulus from the faith. 
Thus intensity of trial always kept pace 
with the display of divine power. It was 
never the divine purpose to force the will 
or mind of man, hy leaving neither room 
for unbelief, nor occasion for discernment. 
In the existing Church the things that offend 
perform the same office. '' There must 
be heresies," says St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, *' among you, that they which are 
approved may be made manifest*;'' not 
that schism or error are the necessary 
consequences of preaching the truth by 
an apostle ; but the possibility of such 
falling away existing, and the temptation 
to do so being supplied by the devil, the 
sincerity of God's people is to be known 
by their stedfastness in the faith. 

Paradoxical then as it may appear, that 
the permission of evil thus essentially 
contributes, if rightly used, to the spiritual 
improvement of man ; yet if we bring the 

*• Deut. xiii. 1. « 1 Cor. xi. 19. 
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position to the test of experience, it will 
be found true. The peculiar feature of 
Christian holiness, /ai^ A, is reliance upon 
God under trial. It is the evidence of 
things not seen, the substance of things 
not actually enjoyed, but hoped for^ Trial 
then is essential to its existence, and the 
more intense that is, so does the flame of 
faith burn more brightly. What distin- 
guishes the father of the faithful from 
the other servants of God, but the greater 
severity of his temptation, and the greater 
stedfastness of his trust ? Lessen the 
trial, and the righteousness of Abraham 
sinks to the common level of spiritual 
attainment. The martyrs' glory derives its 
greatness from the same source. Had the 
first Christians not been questioned for 
their faith, the world would have wanted 
the brightest examples of constancy and 
self devotion. The timid and the luke- 
warm, they who loved this present world, 
would to human eyes have ranked with 
the patient soldiers of Christ. And even 
those very saints who with calm resolution 
witnessed a good confession, needed the 

' Hcb. xi. 1. 
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excitement of danger to prove their own 
principles. In the fervor of devotion 
they might hke Peter have said, *' Lord, 
I am ready to go with thee to prison and 
to death^/* but like him they needed 
persecution to ascertain the*- strength of 
their faith. The making up of the mind 
at its approach, the prayer for spiritual 
strength, the weighing of motives, the 
counting the cost, which would then 
naturally take place, made them what they 
are : the first fruits of God^s creatures in 
holiness and moral courage. And such 
of them as chanced to escape with life, 
must have in many respects been spiri- 
tualized and improved. He who had 
once felt thfe bitterness of death, and the 
approach of eternity, could not on return- 
ing to the world set much store by its 
concerns or enjoyments. The utter 
worthlessness of the mammon of unrigh- 
teousness, except as the means of well- 
doing ; the vanity of earthly occupations, 
if not connected with that purpose, can 
never be so deeply felt as in the hour of 
death ; and doubtless the martyr, who, 

* Luke xxii. 33. 
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like St. Paul, stood in jeopardy every hour, 
would like him ^' count all things but 
dung, so that he might win Christ*"/' The 
history of our own Church illustrates 
this truth in the example of Cranmer, 
whose character with the certainty of 
martyrdom acquired a strength which it 
once had wanted'. Feeble and vacillating 
before, he was at the last enabled, by God^s 
grace, to sacrifice that hand first, which 
had signed six successive recantations. 
The nearness of death doubtless made him 
more sensible of his responsibility, and 
the everlasting peril of not confessing 
Christ before men. Happily for himself 
and for the world, the malice of his enemies 
overshot their policy. Instead of allowing 
him to live a monument of weakness, they 
strove to make his dying words an offence 
to others ; the snare thus set reminded 
him of his duty : he gathered strength 
from the crisis, and thus ranks among 
the noble army of martyrs, instead of being 
cast out as a traitor and a renegade. 

Nor is it in the cultivation of the sterner 
qualities only, that things which offend 

** Philip, iii. 8. ' Strype's Memorials. 
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fulfil their appointed office. There is a 
martyrdom of the spirit, as well as the 
body, a living " crucifying of the flesh 
with its affections and lusts," unseen by 
every eye, save of Him who seeth in 
secret. St. Paul, in his second Epistle to 
Timothy, describes the spiritual temper of 
the ministers of religion ; '' the servant 
of the Lord," he says, " m^st not strive, 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient; in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves*"." This is the 
language of '' such an one as Paul the 
aged^y' when *' the time of his departure 
was at hand",'^ drawn no doubt from his 
own example and practice. But how 
great must have been the change wrought 
in that Saul, '* who was beforetime himself 
a persecutor and injurious",^' thinking he 
was doing God service in putting his 
servants to death ! A long course of trial 
could alone have softened the natural 
heat and acquired sternness of the Pha- 
risee. That discipline was to be adminis- 
tered through the evil heart of unbelief 

^ 2 Tim. ii. 24. » Philem. 9. "2 Tim. iv. 6. 
° 1 Tim. i. 13. 
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of his fellow-countrymen. He might 
have fondly hoped that his well-known 
zeal, his sectarian strictness, his delegated 
authority from the chief priests, his mira- 
culous conversion, might have led them 
to receive his testimony. Bitter then 
must have been his disappointment, when, 
animated by the same spirit both at Da- 
mascus and Jerusalem, they cried, *' Away 
with such a fellow from the earth ^." 
Where was then that fiery temper which 
had made him exceeding mad against 
the followers of Christ. It had melted 
into *' heaviness and continual sorrow of 
heart P.'* For years the victim of that 
very temper, which had made him persecute 
others, he learnt by experience the 
value of meekness. By the grace of 
God, resentment gave place to sorrow, and 
a spirit impatient of opposition to one 
which would not strive. 

It is not necessary to attribute this 
change in his natural temper altogether 
to immediate inspiration. Doubtless it 
was begun by the circumstances of his 
conversion. But St. Paul exercised him- 

• Acts xxii. 22. p Rom. ix. 2. 
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self continually *' to have always a con- 
science void of offence toward God and 
towards men**.'' There was therefore a 
continual process of ^e/f-mastery going on, 
as they to whom he preached opposed them- 
selves and were hardened. Eventually 
sorrow for " the natural branches," and an 
affectionate hope that God would again 
graff them into their own oUve tree, became 
his predominant feelings. Our own expe- 
rience tells us, that the tumult of passion 
subsides as the motives of the Gospel are 
brought more frequently to bear on con- 
tumely and wrong. No one who has felt the 
growth of charity under the contradiction 
of sinners would pray to be exempted 
from trial, but for more grace to endure. 
Thus the evil tempers of the world around 
us, the things that offend, are conditions 
of the growth of the Christian temper. 
Such is the discipline which the minister 
of Christ must endure, while going after 
the lost sheep, that he may bring them 
back to the fold. He does not indeed as 
of old stand *' in jeopardy every hour;^' 
but even in our own favoured Church, 

^ Acts xxiv. 16. 
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where every temporal advantage lends 
support to the cause of religion, where 
the pastor's zeal is aided by the natural 
weight of education, refinement, station, 
and wealth, still the wayward temper, 
the thankless disregard, the spiritual 
estrangement of many over whom he is 
appointed to watch, discipline his temper, 
exercise his faith, and abate his self-opinion. 
This is his cross : thus he follows Christ, 
and meekly acknowledges that ''all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God." 

And here we cannot but remark the 
erroneous views of those, who in order to 
raise themselves above the world, depart 
out of the world ; who would gather the 
fruit of spiritual victory, and yet avoid 
the conflict. Doubtless the seclusion of 
the cloister furnishes its own peculiar 
trials: but they are of a man's own making; 
to overcome the listlessness of contem- 
plative or formal devotion ; to control 
the impatience of self-imposed confine- 
ment ; and to keep in activity the aflfec- 
tions which have been severed from their 
natural objects. The corruption of the 
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human heart will thus supply some portion 
of the discipline required, but not in such 
full measure, as the world at large. The 
Christian then should not retire from active 
life, but perform his part on the world's 
theatre ; drawing out of the things that 
offend spiritual improvement, and in turn 
reflecting back upon mankind the light 
of good works, that men may glorify his 
heavenly Father. The effect of trial 
under divine grace is always to purify those 
who endure. It has accordingly become 
an axiom of religious experience, that 
times of danger in the Church are times 
of purity. The sifting of principles which 
then takes place, the necessity of ascertain- 
ing the foundation of our faith, the falling 
away of the lukewarm, the union of kindred 
minds, the girding up of the loins to 
endure, the greater fervency of prayer, the 
sitting looser to the world and its concerns, 
all tend to exalt individual character. Such 
times therefore are always prolific of noble 
examples ; partly made, partly drawn 
forth by the crisis at which they appear. 
It is thus that ** things that offend" have 
their spiritual uses : reason and experience 
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illustrate the divine wisdom of the parable, 
" Let both grow together until the harvest, 
lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root 
up the wheat also with them." 

The goodness of God then is manifest 
in the permission of evil, and the parable 
therefore is instructive both as regards 
religious speculation and practice. When 
we read in the Scriptures, '• I am the Lord, 
there is none else, I form the light, and 
create evil ; I the Lord do all these things ;" 
it is necessary to observe the wise and 
good objects ordained to be accomplished 
by this dispensation, lest we acquiesce in 
a system of spiritual fatalism, implying 
that we had been created, or left under 
the necessity of sinning ; a system which 
indirectly encourages reeklessness of un- 
clean living, and neglect of the means of 
grace. Or if this stem theology be not 
adopted, while no settled view of God's 
goodness in the permission of evil is enter- 
tained, cavils and objections will more 
easily disturb the mind, and suggest foolish 
or profane questions. On the other hand, 
when we contemplate the growth of the 
inward man, brought about, under grace, by 
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the instrumentality of things that offend, 
we see wisdom as well as goodness in their 
permission. Nor are we perplexed when 
we survey the mass of mankind still ' ' sold 
under sin," nor the yet more melancholy 
union of Gospel light with corrupt manners. 
" An enemy hath done this." '* God 
tempteth not any man, but every man is 
tempted when he is drawn away of his 
own lust and enticed'." But blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation; for when 
he is tried, he shall receive a crown of life, 
which the Lord has promised to them that 
love him. And thus will divine goodness 
extract the greatest possible amount of 
good out of existing corruption and sin. 

Practically also, a right view of the 
object for which evil is permitted will 
lead to an improved tone of mind : more 
especially in the young. It will shew 
them, that temptation is no excuse for sin. 
They will see, that though offences must 
needs come, it is woe to him who stumbles 
that he should fall ; they will perceive the 
effect for good or evil, which resistance or 
yielding to them must exercise upon their 

' James i. 13. 
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own character. Whoso is thus awakened, 
wiU, in the language of Scripture, gird up 
the loins of his mind ; he will be sober 
and vigilant ; he will watch and pray ; 
drawing even from the occasions of falling 
that which is for his good ; he '* will go 
from strength to strength";*' '* hekeepeth 
himself through the grace of Godt and 
that wicked one toucheth him not^" 

The importance of this view is so much 
the greater, because, in the language of the 
world, folly and vice are the necessary and 
excusable indiscretions of youth. God for- 
bid that such should be the sentiment of 
my younger hearers. It is not the lesson 
of the parable, *' It must needs be that 
offences come, but woe to him by whom 
they come." At your introduction into 
life you are of necessity surrounded by 
temptation. The ordinary restraints to 
which you have been accustomed are in 
great measure removed ; the career of vice 
is open to you ; examples are not wanting 
to mislead ; concealment for a time at 
least is possible ; and the world will 
judge kindly of your transgressions. The 

• Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. ' 1 John v. 18. 
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moral tares therefore are plentifully sown 
around you : they may not be rooted out, 
for they have an important purpose to 
fulfil. The very facilities of vice are the 
conditions of your spiritual improvement- 
Let this be clearly understood. It is 
through resistance to them, that your 
wills are to be trained to holiness, by 
learning to refuse the evil and choose the 
good: by this discipline alone can your 
final deliverance from inherent corruption 
be accomplished. Let not then the 
weakness of the flesh be a plea for indul- 
gence. You must be prepared under 
grace to conquer your spiritual freedom, 
and to gather strength from the occasions 
of sin. He who grdained the conflict 
willeth that you may triumph ; and when 
this shall have been accomplished, the 
divine economy in the permission of evil 
will have had its perfect work. ** The 
things that offend and they that do iniquity^' 
will then be gathered out, and the wheat 
alone collected into the garner of God. 
But even before that consummation, the 
children of divine wisdom see enough to 
vindicate their Maker's goodness in the 
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permission of offences. Even evil things 
" work together for good to them that 
love God." And if sin, notwithstanding 
man was created upright, '* abounded, 
grace has much more abounded ;" for 
God hath concluded all in sin, that in 
Christ he might have mercy upon all ; 
all at least who strive to do his will, so 
far as that is or may be known by them. 
** O that men would therefore praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and declare the 
wonders that he doeth for the children of 
men"!" 

" Psalm cvii. 8. 
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SEEMON VI. 



THE INCREASE OF FAITH THROUGH OBEDIENCE. 



Luke xvii. 5—8. 

And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our 
faith* And the Lord said^ Jfy^ had faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this 
sycamine tree^ Be thou plucked up by the root 
and bs thou planted in the sea; and it should obey 
you. But which of you^ having a servant 
plowing or feeding cattle^ will say unto him by 
and by^ when he is come from the Jkld^ Go 
and sit down to meat? and will not rather say 
unto him^ Make ready wherewith I may sup^ and 
gird thyself^ and serve me^ till I have eaten 
and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and 
drink ? 

The request which introduces the fore- 
going parable finds an echo in every 
Christian heart. There is a confession of 
weakness in it, which brings the apostles 
more nearly on a spiritual level with our- 
selves. The same struggle which we 
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make to walk not by sight ; to withdraw 
our minds from the influence of the things 
of sense, and fix them upon the unseen 
spiritual presence of Him in whom ''we 
live and move and have our being/^ they 
too underwent : and though eyewitnesses 
of his power, yet even in the third year of 
our Lord^s ministry we find them breath- 
ing forth a prayer for increase of faith*. 
He then who, sincerely believing the 
Gospel to be the power of God unto 
salvation, has ever felt the lack of that 

^ This appears to be a different occasion from 
those mentioned Matt. xvii. 20. and xxi. 21. The 
faith here prayed for seems connected with the 
precepts of our Lord immediately preceding. At all 
events, the faith which could work miracles is the 
same with that which ** worketh by love:" in kind, 
if not in degree ; and that which would produce the 
one, would produce the other. The unbelief which 
prevented the apostles from casting out the devil 
from the lunatic child might have been removed ap- 
parently by prayer and fasting. Matt. xvii.21. And the 
power of removing mountains, Matt. xxi. 21. 1 Cor. 
xiii. 2. through faith, is expressly extended to all 
other spiritual gifts and graces, which may be 
obtained through the same reliance upon God. 
'^ And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer 
believing ye shall receive." 
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faith, which renders all its commands as 
easy as they appear jwt, will duly value this 
record of the weakness of the apostles. 

Two points of duty, both of great 
practical difficultyr had just been explained 
to them ; the one, not to put a stumbling* 
block in the way of humble believers in 
Christ ; the other, to forgive an erring 
brother as oft as he should repent* The 
solemn denunciation pronounced on a 
breach of the former, * * it were better for a 
man that a mill-stone were hanged about 
his neck and he cast into the sea, than 
that he should offend one of these little 
ones," naturally suggested the prayer, 
'' Lord, increase our faith.^' Without a 
greater measure of that divine principle, 
they could scarcely hope to avoid giving 
offence; much less to acquire that self- 
mastery,which canforgive an erring brother 
until seventy times seven. And it is in 
cases of hke diflSculty, arising not from the 
commandments of God, but from our own 
wayward hearts, that the Christian will 
reecho the prayer of the apostles, and 
long for an increase of his faith. It may 
be useful, therefore, to consider how that 

g2 
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prayer was answered, and what hope we 
may entertain of being blessed with the 
same increase. 

Being given through the medium of a 
parable, the answer is necessarily indirect ; 
and in the present instance it is involved 
in some obscurity. There are in fact two 
lessons inculcated by the parable; one, 
the method by which faith may be 
increased ; the other, the temper of mind 
with which that spiritual attainment is to 
be received. We must be careful indeed 
not to extend the analogy beyond the 
particular point to be iUustrated. But in 
the parable before us, the answer to the 
prayer, " increase our faith," is surely not 
merely a caution to attach no merit to it 
when attained. ^^ So likewise ye, when ye 
have done all that ye are commanded to 
do, say, We are unprofitable servants." 
This indeed would be no answer, but an 
indirect reproof. Had the request been 
made to gratify a speculative curiosity, as 
in the instance, '' Lord, are there few that 
be saved**?" we might expect, as in that 
case, that the attention of the enquirer 

^ Luke xiu. 23. 
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would be turned to his own personal duty. 
But the request, *' Lord, increase our 
faith," is one in which the apostles were 
personally interested, and therefore it is 
probable that an answer would be vouch- 
safed to them. Let us proceed, therefore, 
to examine the parable with this view ; and 
I trust it will appear, that our Lord in reply 
to the apostles both points out how far 
they were entitled to expect such a blessing, 
and in what way it would be granted. 

To illustrate these points, he calls their 
attention to the relation of masters and 
servants. You have asked me (the 
passage may be paraphrased) to increase 
your faith : but what earthly master at 
once rewards his servants with the full 
enjoyment of his favour? When they 
have come in from their daily labour, he 
does not bid them sit down to meat ; he 
requires them to gird themselves, and 
make ready for his repast ; nor, until he 
himself has supped, does he bid them eat 
and drink : do not then expect at once 
to be rewarded with that full measure of 
faith, which is the highest enjoyment of 
my servants. You are only just come in 
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from labouring in the worid, and yon 
must give farther proofs of your zeal and 
obedience, before you can receive that full 
assurance of faith which you desire ; but 
the more diligently you serve me: the 
more you exercise your faith by practical 
obedience, so much the more will you 
obtain the increase you desire. The 
parable is then extended to shew, that 
even the attainment of such faith is in no 
wise meritoriof^ ; but as the servants who 
minister to their master^s wants are not 
thanked as for any eaetraordinary duty ; so 
neither can the servants of God claim 
any merit for their faith. That when at 
its highest growth is but their duty ; and 
when it produces most abundantly its 
fruits, they are still of no profit to their 
master; they barely fulfil what is required 
of them. 

Having thus explained both parts of 
the parable, I shall not advert farther to 
the latter branch of it ; my object being 
to illustrate the growth of faith out of 
obedience^ and to trace this principle in its 
most important consequences. The state 
of mind which the apostles desired to 
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possess is not difficult to be perceived. 
The prayer for increase of faith follows 
immediately on the inculcation of two 
practical duties, both of peculiar difficulty. 
It is therefore such an habitual sense of 
the divine authority and power, as to 
overrule the feelings, and strengthen the 
weakness of the natural man. It is the 
wish to be guided entirely by the will 
of God, to lean only on his providence, 
and to be governed in all things by his 
Spirit. If we analyse this frame of mind, 
it will appear to consist^ partly in habitual 
submission of the reason to the revela- 
tions of his will: and partly in devout 
reliance upon his attributes. That such 
reliance and such submission will derive 
increased strength from obedience, when-* 
ever the motive of obedience is simply the 
divine authority, is very evident. 

With regard to the latter of these states 
of mind, there are many parts both of 
doctrinal and practical religion which the 
human intellect cannot yi^Z/j/ comprehend: 
such, for example, as the fall and redemp'- 
tion of man, the period of the incarnation, 
the communication of grace, the whole 



128 THE INCREASE OF FAITH 

economy, in short, of the mediatorial king* 
dom. While we feel ourselves competent 
to sift and weigh the evidences of divine 
revelation, before its mysteries we stand 
humbled and awe-struck. Nevertheless, 
they are not merely speculative truths, 
but designed, as well as calculated to 
aflfect the heart. To this end, however, 
full comprehension of the divine counsels 
is by no means necessary. It is enough 
if they are believed, not understood { felt, 
not comprehended. He who by the grace 
of God is persuaded that he gave his only- 
begotten Son to be the propitiation for 
the sins of a lost and perishing world, will 
feel that ** the love of Christ constraineth" 
him ; and that he must *' henceforth live, 
not unto himself, but unto him who died 
and rose again for him*^." Thus through 
faith a great spiritual change is wrought 
in the heart : its better feelings are called 
forth; its inordinate affections controlled 
and mortified. The believer experiences 
the power of the Gospel to satisfy the 
wants and cravings of his spiritual nature ; 
and hence, by the operation of the grace 

^ 2 Cor. V. 16. 
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of God, faith grows into a full assurance 
that Jesus is indeed ** the way, the truth, 
and the life **/' Acceptance of the Gospel 
as the word of God, with an honest and 
true heart in the first instance, will supply 
the strong argument of experience for 
more unreserved obedience, and more 
entire trust. We reason from our own 
perceptible spiritual improvement ; we 
feel our minds drawn up to high and 
heavenly things ; and though we still see 
the divine counsels '' as through a glass 
darkly %" yet we entertain no shadow of 
doubt, that they are conformable to wisdom, 
and goodness, and truth. 

It is through obedience working the 
increase of failh, that we often see faith 
mpst strongly exemplified in simple and 
uneducated minds. When they hear the 
word of God, they '* anon with joy receive 
it ;" they have no suspicion that it is an 
idle tale, or cunningly devised fable ; but 
*' with an honest and good heart they 
hear the word, and keep it^^' From that 
moment they begin to experience its 
truth; it comes with power into their 

^ John xiv. 6. • 1 Cor. xiii. 12. ^ Luke viii. 15. 
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conscience ; they have discovered the one 
precious pearl; they have found the 
treasure hid in the field ; and faith grows 
by the exercise of itself. Not so unhappily 
half-educated minds ; they too often doubt 
and speculate and cavil and disbelieve. 
Had they in a spirit of candour examined 
the evidences of Revelation, instead of 
sitting in judgment upon its mysteries^ 
the result, under grace, might have been 
different ; but professing to be wise they 
become fools. These different modes of 
acting may be illustrated by the opposite 
conduct of the pharisees and the man who 
was born blind. The former had persuaded 
themselves that no good thing could come 
out of Galilee, and they therefore shut 
their eyes to the evidence of that peculiar 
miracle. He on the other hand had 
believed the word of Jesus, ** Go, wash 
in the pool of Siloam: he went his way 
therefore, and washed, and came seeing^." 
Thus through faith he experienced the 
power of God in Christ, and rightly 
argued, ** if this man were not of God, 
he could do nothing^.'' Accordingly 

K JohQ ix. 7. ^ John ix. 33. 
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when be met our Lord the second time he 
believed, and worshipped him as the Son 
of God. 

The like effect of obedience in the in- 
crease of faith may be traced in the fulfil- 
ment of practical duties no less than in the 
acceptance of doctrinal truths. To take the 
instance, which perhaps gave occasion for 
the parable; repeated forgiveness of an 
erring brother, " as oft as he shall say, I 
repent." This might seem foolishness 
to the natural man, and most unlikely to 
prevent repetition of the offence. To be 
feared rather than loved, to repress injury 
by severity rather than kindness, has 
always appeared to mankind the safest as 
well as the most satisfactory method. Not 
even the benevolent spirit inculcated by 
the Mosaic law, in the eye of which all 
the Jews were brethren, and the stranger 
in the land found equal protection and 
security with an Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
could prevent this maxim from obtaining 
among them, ^^ Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour and hate thine enemy'.'' Earthly 
wisdom never discovered that '* the meek 

* Matt. V. 33. 
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shall inherit the earth'':" but security and 
power have always been looked for as the 
result of successful vengeance. The lesson 
of forgiveness then was to be learnt by the 
natural man ; and it is faith only which 
can effectually teach that lesson. Men 
are not reasoned into forgetting and for- 
giving. Faith will do that which reason 
cannot. But who has ever felt the delight 
of having really forgiven, and has not been 
satisfied ? How does the wisdom of God 
then appear superior to the calculations 
of human passion, and earthly wisdom ! 
Without enlarging upon the inward satis- 
faction which ever accompanies such self- 
control, let us trace the effect of forgiveness 
upon the security of him who forgives. 
The world will say that he is only provok- 
ing farther aggression. But is this borne 
out by experience? In that case, '* the 
meek would not inherit the earth. ^^ The 
moral superiority however of a forgiving 
temper is felt deeply by the offender. He 
is deterred by it from fresh aggressions. 
Even malice often stands abashed, and 
seeks other objects of attack than the 

^ Psalm xxxvii. 11. 
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gentle and forgiving. Upon this principle 
it is that the undeserved mercy of God in 
Christ is so fitted to subdue the hardness 
of the human heart. The mild pitying 
look of our Lord, when for the third time 
Peter denied him, did more to open the 
springs of repentance, than the bitterest 
reproach. The fear of death, inflicted by 
man as sinful as herself, did less to change 
the heart of the woman taken in adultery, 
than those words of mercy, "Woman, hath 
no man condemned thee? neither do I 
condemn thee: go, and sin no more'." 
This effect is no where more beautifully 
expressed than in those memorable words 
of the Psalmist, '* There is mercy with 
thee, therefore shalt thou be/eared'"." And 
though forgiveness may come with more 
overwhelming effect from God, yet even be- 
tween man and man its power willnotbeun- 
felt. The forgiving temper will be recom- 
pensed not only from within, but from with- 
out ; it will eventually command respect,and 
therefore security. Obedience then to the 
command of Christ, ' ' forgive thy offending 
brother even until seven times in the day, 

' John viii. 10. *" Psalm cxxx. 4. 
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if he shall say, I repent," approves itself 
to us by experience. And the effect of 
thus obediently submitting our reason to 
the wisdom of God will be increased faith 
or reliance upon his word. ^The grounds 
of juster reasoning in regard to the effi- 
cacy of revenge will be suggested to our 
reason, which through its previous sub- 
mission, will see more abundant cause to 
justify that submission. 

The effect of obedience might be traced 
in other precepts equally difficult to hu- 
man nature. Perhaps the most trying 
command ever laid upon man was given 
to Abraham. Reason and nature must 
alike have revolted against offering up 
Isaac. For a father to kill his child, 
that child the child of promise, must have 
appeared so strange, that nothing short 
of implicit submission to the known voice 
of God could have prevailed over natural 
affection. But when Faith was justified 
by the event, and both father and son 
were made to feel that '^ the Judge of all 
the earth could not but do right," how 
must faith have been strengthened by ex- 
perience? and how would reason learn 
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thenceforward to distrast its own short- 
sighted views, and to submit without hesi- 
tation to the divine commands ? 

Enough, I trust, has been said to shew, 
that submission of the understanding 
through faith to the word of God in all 
points: however practically diflScult, or 
speculatively mysterious: will work the 
increase of faith. Experience of the effects 
on the mind itself of such submission : its 
influence upon the conduct both of our- 
selves and others, will supply reasons for 
it, unseen at first, and to be felt only by 
those who have undergone the process. 
Reason must in the first instance be con- 
fined to her proper province. Let her 
scrutinize the common evidences of Re- 
velation, which are intelligible to the 
plainest minds. When that is done, and 
its reality ascertained, she must bow her- 
self before its contents, though in some 
respects they may be above her compre- 
hension. By so doing she will gather 
from experience the proof of their wisdom 
and goodness. In truth, this is the way 
in which all moral principles are learnt 
in the first instance. The youthful mind 
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receives them on trust ; it tests them by 
experience ; observing how in their ob- 
servance or breach good or evil results, and 
so eventually adheres to or rejects them. 

It is the same with the humble-minded 
Christian. He too is a child in the things 
of the Spirit. Much therefore he is con- 
tent to take upon trust. With an honest 
and good heart he hears the word of God, 
and obeys the form of doctrine delivered 
to him. In its influence upon his heart 
and conduct he feels it to be true. Thus 
faith paves the way for knowledge ; and 
reason , enlightened and convinced, goes 
hand in hand with faith. 

Nor is the effect of obedience less de- 
cisive in increasing that general disposi- 
tion to confide in God, which was stated 
to be the second ingredient in faith. 
This temper is a branch of that childlike 
disposition especially held up for our 
imitation. The child confides without 
suspicion in all around it. As it grows 
older it learns to discriminate ; but never- 
theless, will still unbosom itself most un- 
reservedly to those, whom it thinks will 
not deceive it. There is also in some 
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men an absence of guile, a generous con- 
fidence towards the word of God, which 
rejoicing not in iniquity, but in the truth, 
*' tastes and sees how gracious the Lord 
is," and so goes on ** from strength to 
strength." Such was the disposition of 
that Israelite indeed, Nathanael, who re- 
ceived this honourable testimony : * ^ be- 
cause I said unto thee, I saw thee under 
the fig-tree, believest thou ; thou shalt see 
greater things than these"." Not so the 
general temper of bis countrymen; whose 
obstinate resistance of the Holy Ghost 
proves, that where an honest and good 
heart are wanting, no weight of evidence 
will produce conviction. ** If they will 
not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded though one rose 
from the dead°." On the other hand, 
Nathanael^s faith grew by exercise; he saw 
greater manifestations of divine power in 
Christ than that which had caused his 
belief. So it is with a heart which confides 
in the word of God. Every day it sees 
greater things than at first; it feels that 
its confidence is not misplaced : it hears 

" John i. 50. ° Luke xvi. 31. 
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with more devout reverence the divine 
counsels in regard to our salvation ; it 
owns the power of the evangelical morality 
to awaken the conscience ; it makes proof 
of its spiritual promises, and is not dis^ 
appointed. It has therefore the witness 
in itself ; it knows on whom it has believed, 
and at length arrives at the full assurance, 
that neither '* life, nor death, nor any other 
creature, can separate it from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord'." 

Experience then leads to the conclusion, 
that the faith which the apostles desired 
to possess, comes through the medium of 
obedience. Such also appeared to be the 
answer conveyed by the parable. If you 
would have faith, gird yourselves, and 
serve Christ, and then you will sit down to 
meat in his kingdom ; you will eat and 
be satisfied: you will have faith which 
will enable you to hope against hope ; 
and to obey, when human wisdom would 
reverse the commandment. 

Taking this then as the answer fur* 
nished by the parable to the prayer, '* in- 
crease our faith," let us trace some of the 

' Rom. viii. 39. 
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more important consequences which flow 
from it. And first, it seems to negative 
the idea, that a thorough and complete 
amendment of life is a sudden ef£ect of 
Divine grace. It is quite true, that some 
providential circumstance may so affect 
the mind, as to make a deep and lasting 
impression, and hegm a most important 
change in life. The danger is, that such 
conversion should be ^teemed complete^ 
instead of the happy beginning of a better 
frame of mind. Tlie apostles, when they 
desired an increase of faith, had for 
more than two years been disciples of 
Christ; they had been ordained as bis 
apostles to preach the Gospel; they had cast 
out devils, and done many mighty works ; 
yet they pray for an increase of faith . They 
were not surely altogether unconverted, but 
yet the work was not complete ; they 
were not yet as little children ; they were 
ambitious of personal distinction ; they 
wanted humility. It follows then, if 
obedience is to work faith, that we are not 
to expect complete reformation to be accom- 
plished in a moment. St. Paul's conversion 
was not a change of will and purpose, but 
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of object ; for zeal to God, he persecuted 
Christ ; but when Christ was revealed to 
him, he straightway preached him as the 
Son of God. His zeal had been sincere ; 
his moral conduct strict ; what he had done, 
he had done " ignorantly in unbelief." In 
his conversion , therefore, there is little 
parallel to the reformation of a sinner from 
lawless habits and irreligious dispositions. 
That change under grace must be effected 
by a long course of obedience ; and many 
a time and oft will the heart intreat with 
the apostles, '* Lord, increase my faith." 
Secondly, it is an important deduction 
from the parable, that faith, which is the 
foundation of Christian perfection, is to be 
sought in obedience. The apostles desired 
to obtain a greater measure of faith by 
direct inspiration. They desired that 
their wavering and unsteady hearts might 
be overruled by the Spirit of God, and 
constrained in spite of themselves to have 
unwavering faith. Their prayer was not 
granted. It is no part of the divine eco- 
nomy to destroy the freedom of man's 
will. That which he lacked through the 
corruption of nature has been supplied. 
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Grace will enable him to turn to faith and 
calling upon God. Only he is left free, 
to remt that grace, or, obediently to follow 
whither it gently draws him. Neverthe- 
less, it is too commonly the case that 
Christians, while they pray for faith, over- 
look obedience as the medium, through 
which it will more abundantly be commu- 
nicated ; they ask for supernatural inspira- 
tion, when watchful exertion is the ap- 
pointed means of spiritual improvement. 
It is indeed God, who worketh in us "both 
to will and to do" what is pleasing in his 
sight; but he has no where promised, that 
his grace should effectually work oursancti- 
fication, independently of all cooperation 
on our part. The parable before us seems 
to suggest, that diligent observance of the 
known will of God shall be the conditiouy 
as well as medium of the Holy Spirit's 
giving the increase of faith. Due observa- 
tion of this truth would give a healthier 
tone to religious zeal. Instead of expecting 
the growth of faith from excitement of the 
feelings, (the tendency of which is to deaden 
and enfeeble them,) we should turn our 
attention to practical piety, and the dili- 
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gent performance of those duties which 
lie thickly around us. If performed in 
faith, as required by God, they will, under 
grace, work the increase of that habit of 
mind, which enthusiastic tempers seek in 
sentimental rather than practical piety. 
Sound religious feeling is the basis of 
every thing excellent and noble in con* 
duct. It is therefore melancholy to see 
pure minds exhausting and weakening 
those feelings, which by healthy exercise, 
and steady obedience to God's word, might 
be ripened into perfect faith. 

Thirdly, another important deduction 
from the parable, and of great consequence 
in our religious training, is this : that 
disappointment, as to religious attainment, 
must not produce weariness of well-doing. 
In the rise and progress of religious feeling, 
despondency will at times be felt, that the 
conduct falls so far short of the desires 
and intentions. They who look for the 
influence of the Holy Spirit perceptibly to 
their feelings, are discouraged by spiritual 
languor ; as if under divine wrath. Let 
them rather gird themselves, and serve 
their heavenly Master, before they look 
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for a blessing. Let them continue to obey, 
as before ; and doubtless the cloud will 
be removed, and the gloom enlightened by 
a ray of comfort. 

Lastly, lest we should fall into the 
grievous error of reckoning faith so pro- 
duced by obedience, as our own work, or 
meritorious in itself, let us observe the 
caution with which the parable closes. 
As we do not thank a servant for doing 
that which is his bounden duty, so with 
all our obedience, and all our faith, we are 
still unprofitable servants. The notion of 
merit is thus cut up by the roots ; and 
indeed it is difficult to imagine how such 
an idea could have arisen, if the corruption 
of man bad been admitted in all its extent, 
as made known by Scripture. If it is 
God that * ' worketh in us both to will and 
to do," truly we are his workmanship; and 
though under such guidance and help we 
are to work out our salvation, yet there is 
no room for the idea of merit attaching to 
this oiir bounden duty and service. In any 
sense we never can be profitable to our 
heavenly Master ; all we can do falls 
short of what he might justly expect. 
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How utterly absurd then is the notion of 
superabundant merit attributable to others ? 
This doctrine, with all the superstitious 
practices connected with it, is totally 
contrary to the closing circumstance and 
application of the parable; *' Doth he 
thank that servant, because he did the 
things that were commanded him ? I 
trow not. So likewise ye, when ye have 
done all those things which are com- 
manded you, say. We are unprofitable 
servants; we have done that which was 
our duty to do." 

To conclude: in all the difficulties of 
our Christian course, springing both from 
within and without, whenever despondency 
comes over us, and we fly from refuge to 
our Saviour, saying, ^^ Lord, increase our 
faith," let us bear in mind the answer 
which the apostles received. Let us re- 
member, that even they were not exempt 
from weakness, and were fain to pray for 
supernatural inspiration. And if living 
under a dispensation of miracles, when 
the power of God was present in his Son 
to heal all disorders of mind and body, 
they received no such gift; but were 
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bidden to seek the growth of faith through 
obedience; let us not expect to tread an 
easier path, or find a shorter way. Suffi- 
cient it is for us to know, that the Spirit 
of God is ever ready to help our infirmity, 
and to give us the victory over the world ; 
but that victory is not to be won without 
a struggle, or in a moment. Rather let us 
** gird ourselves" and** serve" our heavenly 
Master, and then we shall be bidden to 
eat and drink. We shall then haply 
attain unto full assurance of faith ; but if 
not, and such a privilege be denied, still 
let us not grow weary, nor faint in our 
minds ; let us continue ** stedfast and im- 
movable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that our labour 
shall not be in vain in the Lord**;" being 
assured, that faith will grow by obedience, 
and shall abide, until it be swallowed 
up in fruition. 

•» I Cor. XV. 58. 
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Romans viii. 9. 

Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christy lie 

is none of his. 

It is a pleasing but mistaken idea, that 
the infant Church, though planted by apo- 
stles and watered by the blood of martyrs, 
realized the wishes of its divine Founder ; 
*• of Him who loved it, and gave himself for 
it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word," 
'' that he might present it to himself a 
glorious Church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should 
be holy and without blemish*.*' We are 
apt to transfer the holy ardour of a Philip or 
Stephen to the mass of the converts, and 
to attribute an irresistible eflfect to the 

• Eph. V. 27. 
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preaching and sufferings of St. Paul. But 
if even of the chosen twelve one v^as 
a hypocrite and traitor, it is a fond 
imagination to consider the apostolic 
Churches as wholly made up of devout 
and pious members ; as affording no in- 
stances of lukewarm and inconsistent 
practice. Assuredly there could be little 
inducement for men of worldly or self-in- 
dulgent habits to hold fast their profession, 
when once persecution arose because of 
the word ; and therefore they who endured 
to the end were doubtless crucified unto 
the world, and endued with heavenlv 
virtues. But in the large numbers who 
were daily added to the Church, there 
must have been many, who had never 
counted the cost ; and, hke many in our 
own day, awakened by a sudden impulse, 
again in time of temptation fell away. 

That such should be the fate of the 
visible Church, was foretold by our blessed 
Saviour, when he compared the kingdom 
of heaven to a ** net cast into the sea\" 
'* which gathered of every kind both good 
and bad<^;" or td a field in which an enemy 

•» Matt. xiii. 47. ' Ibid. ver. 25. 
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sowed tares amoDg the wheat; or when 
he implies, that in his household there 
should be wise and faithful servants'^, as 
well as others of a different character. 

It becomes of more importance to keep 
in view this prophetic description of the 
visible Church, as well as the actual state 
of the Apostolic societies, because the 
mixture in the congregation of the evil 
and the good has been a constant rock of 
ofifence, and a fruitful source of separation. 
It has been the wish of many persons, by 
a closer system of mutual superintendence, 
to anticipate the day, when the wheat 
shall be separated from the tares ; and to 
realize upon the earth the existence of 
the new Jerusalem. But if '' by reason 
of the frailty of our nature, being set in 
the midst of so many and great tempt- 
ations, we cannot always stand upright," 
the expectation of forming a completely 
spiritual society must in the long run be 
disappointed ; professions however seem- 
ingly sincere will prove hollow ; men will 
deceive themselves as to their religious 
state, and consequently betray into an 

^ Matt. xxiv. 45. 
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erroneous estimate of their spirituality, the 
falUble judgment of men Uke themselves. 

While prophecy and experience there* 
fore leads us to doubt the practicability 
of bringing up the visible Church to that 
standard of purity, which is the measure 
of the heavenly; on the other hand, it 
becomes us with equal care not to con- 
found the possession of religious privileges 
with vital religion. The distinction is not 
only necessary for our own edification, 
but is required by a charitable regard for 
the souls of others. If in the great house* 
hold of our Lord, there are vessels, some 
to honour and some to dishonour, we 
must ^* purge ourselves from the latter, 
that we may be vessels unto honour^;'' 
but this we must do without departing 
out of that household ; nor by breaking in 
upon its unity, appear to reflect upon the 
wisdom of its divine Founder. 

In thus individually striving to attain 
personal holiness, but not through the sin 
of schism, we shall only be acting in the 
spirit of the words of St. Paul, which have 
been selected for the text. Had all within 

« 2 Tim. ii. 21. 
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the Roman Church been almost and 
altogether such as he was, ^' exercising 
themselves to have always a conscience 
void of offence both towards God and 
towards men'," there would have been 
no need of such a warning. No distinc- 
tion could have been drawn, between 
those who were Christ's, because they had 
the Spirit of Christ ; and those who called 
themselves by that holy name, and yet 
did not depart from iniquity. The apostle 
well knew, that many in their profession 
itf the Gospel would, like Simon Magus, 
deceive themselves, *' thinking that gain 
was godliness^;" or like some members of 
the Corinthian Church imagine, that they 
might '^ drink the cup of devils, and the 
cup= of Christ **,'' uniting the impure fes- 
tivities of heathen worship with the spiri- 
tual creed of the Gospel. 

It is true, that in the latter Church, he 
directs those, who ** loved not the Lord 
Jesus Christ,'' to be held accursed*, or ex- 
communicate ; and he pronounces a like 
malediction upon any, who should bring 

' Acte xxiv. 16. » 1 Tim. vi. 5. •» 1 Cor. x. 21. 
* 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
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to the Galatians another Gospel than that 
he had taught them^. But it does not 
follow from hence, that in later times or 
at the present day the same scrutiny can 
be successfully made into the hearts and 
consciences of professing Christians. Fla- 
grant acts of sin are indeed openly dis- 
cerned, and heretical departures from ''the 
faith once delivered to the saints^;" but 
nothing short of inspiration could enable 
any one surely to determine, whether 
another's frame of mind answered fully 
to the apostle's idea of loving the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And, how liable is the 
evidence of inward emotions, to deceive 
the individual wishing to be admitted to 
Church membership, as well as those by 
whom his spiritual attainments are to be 
judged ? It could not be so in the 
apostolic age; *'the discerning of spirits °*" 
was one of the special gifts of the Com- 
forter, to guard the infant Church against 
danger from false brethren ; and when the 
spiritual authority of St. Paul, " though 
absent in body was present"" with the 

k Gal. i. 8. • Jude 3. °» 1 Cor. xii. 10. 

« 1 Cor. V. 3. 
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assembled Church, to deliver the sinner 
to Satan, the whole state of his mind 
would be open to his judges: without 
danger of harshness on the one hand, 
or partiality on the other. Very different 
of course is the condition of such as would 
in later times scrutinize. not only the livesj 
but the inward experiences of candidates 
for Church-membership. Accordingly it 
is found, that the hypocrite and profli- 
gate will sometimes be met with in a 
congregation, which with too much self'- 
complacency^ fancies itself pure from the 
leaven of the world : a living branch of 
the \ spiritual Church of Christ. Desirable 
as the object is to raise the general tone 
of religion, the attempt to do more than 
deny communion to the open sinner, or 
impugner of ** the faith," must from the 
incompetency of the tribunal inevitably 
fail. And it would be well if it had no 
worse consequence. But while it holds 
out a hope which is not realized, and thus 
falsely insinuates the practicability of a 
purer discipline than that received by 
tradition in the Church, it depresses the 
poor in spirit; encourages the selfcon- 

H 3 
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ceited and forward ; engenders religious 
pride in a select body ; and, holding up 
overstrained feelings as the only evidence 
of a converted heart, throws a doubt in 
cooler temperaments upon the reality of 
revealed religion altogether : of which such 
extravagance is unhappily taken for a 
fair exemplification. 

Still, fallacious as is the attempt thus 
before the time to separate the wheat from 
the tares, and to mark out to the eyes of 
men the true spiritual Church of Christ : 
yet it would be still more pernicious to 
keep out of sight that broad distinction, 
which St. Paul has drawn between those 
who are nominally, and those who are ^tri- 
tually, Christians. If it must needs be, 
that in the visible Church the evil will 
ever be mingled with the good, yet each 
one must strive, as he prays, not to be led 
into temptation. He must purge himself 
from those who walk not after the Spirit, 
remembering the solemn warning, '* if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his." 

It is obvious how liable to perversion 
this test would be: how it would be 
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moulded according to the particular views 
and feelings of different individuals, if it 
had not been defined and guarded by 
some outward and tangible evidences. 
Under pretence of being guided by the 
Spirit of Christ, what strange and un- 
christian deeds have men been led to 
perpetrate ! In spite of the rebuke given 
by our Lord to James and John, *' Ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of ; the Son of man is not come to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them**;" how 
lately and reluctantly have Christians cast 
aside every other weapon but *' the sword 
of the Spirit, the word of God? !" If then 
the Spirit of Christ has been made the 
cloak, under which fanaticism in every 
age has carried out its views, how much 
need have we to remember, when applying 
that test to ourselves, those marks and 
evidences by which the Spirit of Christ 
may be most certainly known and dis- 
cerned ! Let us then take notice of them 
in the order in which St. Paul has men- 
tioned them. 

The first is, ** fulfilling the righteousness 

• Luke ix. 55. ^ Eph. vi. 17. 
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of the law." That indeed was the object 
for which the Spirit of Christ came down 
from above ; to strengthen the frailty of 
man, and impart a power which the Liaw 
could not give. The latter was but a 
schoolmaster to bring the Jews to Christ ; 
it served with all its sacrifices only to 
make remembrance of sin; it exhibited 
frailty, but did not remove it ; recorded 
guilt, but offered no suificient atonement ; 
and though ordained unto life, through the 
weakness of the flesh it worked condemna- 
tion and death. There could therefore be 
no more certain test of the presence of 
that Spirit of God in the convert, than 
the fulfilment of the righteousness, re- 
quired but not produced by the law. 
Humbling as the truth may be to the 
pride of man, it has been proved by an 
experiment of 1500 years, that a law in 
itself holy, just, and good, could not 
*' make the comers thereunto perfect *".*' 
The righteousness then sought in works 
must be attained through/ait A: by those to 
whom the foolishness of the Cross is made 
the wisdom and power of God ; and in 

•J Heb. X. 1. 
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whom the Spirit of Truth vouchsafes to 
abide. When such is the case, obedience to 
the will of God will be not of fear but of 
love ; not in the letter, but the spirit ; not 
outward and formal, but inward and real ; 
and thus only can the righteousness of the 
law be fulfilled. The Christian will then 
love God with all his heart, and his neigh- 
bour as himself. 

Of the two remaining marks, by which 
the presence of Christ's Spirit is discerned, 
one relates to the frame of mind which 
characterizes those who are truly his. 
*' They that are after the Spirit," says 
the apostle, ** do mind the things of the 
Spirit." This requirement will not be 
answered by thinking occasionally of re- 
ligious duties, nor by the fervor which 
ebbs and flows. It is to have the will 
and conscience thoroughly imbued with 
the Spirit of holiness ; when the momen- 
tous concerns of eternity, and the being 
counted worthy of the resurrection of the 
just, form the leading principles of life 
and conversation. This is a temper of 
mind, which we can hardly mistake in 
ourselves. No one who for a single day 
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watches the prevailing character of his 
thoughts, will fail to see the force of the 
test. The danger lies on the other side. 
Christians are disinclined to use it, be- 
cause it is so searching and conclusive. 
Every one, however, who would be found 
in Christ, will do well to consider how 
far his habits, views, wishes, enjoyments, 
and pursuits accord with this evidence 
of having the Spirit of Christ ; and few 
perhaps, on serious examination, but will 
sigh over their defective attainment of a 
spiritual temper. 

Thetests already mentioned mayperhaps 
appear to denote an advanced stage of the 
Christian life ; when the struggle between 
the carnal and spiritual mind is no 
longer doubtful. There remains then yet 
another : universal in its application, and 
decisive when applied. It is stated by the 
apostle thus ; " If ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live." To enumerate ** the works of the 
flesh," those unfruitful works, with which 
they that are Christ's can have no fellow- 
ship, cannot here be necessary. It is 
clear, on the one hand, that without the 
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Spirit the frailty of human nature would 
be utterly unable to mortify and kill 
them ; and , on the other, it is no less 
certain, that they who are ** led by the 
Spirit," must evidence that heavenly guid- 
ance, by keeping themselves " unspotted 
from the world." To yield our members 
instruments of unrighteousness, must con- 
tinually " grieve the Holy Spirif." How 
then can the Spirit of Christ abide with 
us ? The promise of our Lord is alto- 
gether different; *' if any man love me, 
he will keep my words, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him*." And 
St. Paul's declaration to the Corinthians 
is perfectly consistent, ' * Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you^?" and then 
follows that awful warning, ** If any man 
defile the temple of God, him will God 
destrov." Thus it is clear, that he who is 
not decidedly striving to mortify his carnal 
feelings and passions, is none of Christ's ; 
for they that are his, bear about them 
(in different degrees perhaps) one and all 

' Eph. iv. 30. • John xir. 23. « 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
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of these marks ; they mortify the deeds 
of the body, they mind the things of the 
Spirit, and they fulfil the righteousness 
of the law. 

There can be no difficulty then in ascer- 
taining by these tests our own spiritual 
state ; nor indeed that of others, so far 
at least as not to follow nor be led by 
them into evil. We may even go farther; 
and wish those rightly cut off from the 
communion of the Church by competent 
authority who are open and notorious evil 
livers. But it is a different question, when 
a few private Christians, members of a 
congregation, undertake to pronounce a 
candidate for admission to their com- 
munion to be spiritually Christ's ; wor- 
thy to be numbered among them, as one 
of the elect, whose names are written in 
heaven. They cannot accurately deter- 
mine, whether he does in truth mind the 
things of the Spirit, or fulfil the righ- 
teousness of the law. They therefore 
stretch themselves beyond their measure, 
and strain the distinction drawn by St. 
Paul beyond its proper application. * ' The 
discerning of spirits" is now reserved for 
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that day, when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be made manifest. 

The proper use then of those tests is 
principally personal ; to guard the Chris- 
tian against resting in '* the form of god- 
liness*' without *' the power." And here 
their importance is sufficiently manifest. 
For where they are wanting, there is not 
the Spirit of Christ ; and ** if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his." In the case of adults assuredly 
the promises of God are not fulfilled to 
those, who are merely enrolled as disciples 
of the Cross, but to such as own its power. 
The latter alone are exempted from the 
law of sin and death, are the adopted 
sons of God, and enjoy the hope of glory 
to be revealed. ** There is no condemn- 
ation to them that are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit "".'' '* As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God*;" 
and '* if the Spirit of Him that raised up 
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He 
that raised up Christ from the dead, shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies by his 

' Rom. viii. 2. * Rom. viii. 14, 
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Spirit^." These blessings indeed seem 
the appropriate recompense of a mortified 
body, a mind conversant with heavenly 
things, and a spirit in which the love of 
God and man is perfected ; but in the 
same degree it is evident, that where these 
marks of the Spirit are wanting, the hope 
of everlasting life is built upon sand. 
' ' He that soweth to the flesh, will of the 
flesh reap corruption'" and death. 

The exclusive enjoyment then of the 
blessings of the Gospel belong to those 
in whom the Spirit of Christ dwells. It is 
therefore unspeakably important that we 
should '* prove our own selves" by the 
tests above mentioned ; and this is more 
especially necessary for those whose 
studies and duties are concerned about 
holy things. Orthodoxy of creed, theo- 
logical study, and the education of youth, 
may be unattended by a religious spirit, 
or a temper of mind habitually actuated 
by Christian motives. But the misuse of 
religious advantages brings with it deeper 
guilt. As members then of a pure and 
apostolical branch of the Catholic Church, 

y Rom. viii. 11. » Gal. vi. 8. 
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we may well tremble, lest the spirit should 
be wanting while the form remains. 

But while attention to the distinction 
drawn by St. Paul will keep us from 
resting in outward privileges, it will also 
furnish a right standard whereby to esti- 
mate both men and things. How im- 
portant this is at entrance into life, is 
evident from the influence exercised over 
the young by brilliant talents, extensive 
information, and fascinating manners; and 
that too, when they are plainly enlisted in 
the service of vice. Let the young then 
more especially remember that they are 
none of Christ's, unless they are guided 
by his Spirit ; and that in the choice of 
companions, and the formation of friend- 
ships, they must be governed by this 
principle, rather than by the worldly 
maxims of utility or agreeableness. Nor 
will it be less useful to such as desire the 
pastoral office, in raising their views of 
the ministerial character; for it points 
out too plainly what manner of conversa- 
tion must be his, who would be an ex^ 
ample to the flock '. 

» 1 Pet. V. 2. 
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The distinction will also be preemi- 
nently useful, in enabling us to form a 
candid estimate of those who differ 
from us in matters of Church government, 
or subordinate points of doctrine. With- 
out abandoning principles in the false hope 
of conciliating opponents, it behoves us 
at the same time to respect blameless 
lives, and zeal for Christ^s kingdom, even 
when accompanied by erroron some points. 
Such is the spirit of our Liturgy, which bids 
us pray " that God would bring into the 
way of truth such as have erred and are 
deceived. '^ And the want of this spirit has 
done more to exasperate separatists, than 
steady adherence to apostolic practice, or 
the assertion of orthodox Catholic truths. 
If the fruits of the Spirit appear in any 
believer, though we ourselves dare not 
abandon the more certain and appointed 
channel of grace : still we ought to rejoice 
that he is so far rescued from the power 
of Satan, and hope that he may yet learn 
the way of life more perfectly. Consider- 
ing the state of the Christian world, 
divided into churches and sects, many of 
which, both in their ministry and sacraments^ 
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have lost the weight of apostolic authority, 
yet contain apparently multitudes of sincere 
believers as well as faithful servants of 
Christ, this view is surely of importance. 
We may dwell with pleasure on the 
thought, that the grace of God has been 
effectual in their conversion, although they 
have cut themselves oflf from some religious 
advantages which we ourselves enjoy. At 
the same time we may without invidiousness 
believe, that their growth in grace would 
have been greater, if they had looked ** to 
the Rock from whence they were hewn," 
the Catholic and Apostolic Church ; and 
if in all lowliness of mind they had returned 
to its fellowship. 

The text farther suggests the propriety 
of considering practically the question of 
election ; that is, to ascend from the 
proofs and evidences of a religious spirit 
to the contemplation of God's determinate 
counsel with regard to the individual. It 
instructs us to meddle no farther with the 
everlasting purposes of God, than as they 
have respect to a certain spiritual character. 
*' If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.^^ But if instead of their 
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proceeding upwards, we begin by specu- 
lating on foreknowledge combined with 
Almighty power, the danger is lest we 
adopt a system of fatalism: destructive 
of the just accountability of man, resolving 
the attributes of God into simple power, 
a system fatal to a spirit of enlarged 
benevolence. Undoubtedly it is ** the pur- 
pose of God from everlasting to save those 
whom he hath chosen in Christ." Who 
and what they are we learn from St. Paul: 
" they mortify the deeds of the body, 
they mind the things of the Spirit, and 
they fulfil the righteousness of the law." 
If we have these proofs of being in Christ, 
we may humbly hope that we are numbered 
amongst the elect ; and in that case may 
rest in the unchangeable purpose of God 
to save us. We may then be *' persuaded, 
that neither life, nor death, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord**." 

In conclusion, it may be observed, that 
the strictness of character which consti- 

* Rom. viii. 38. 
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tutes the evidence of our being in Christ, 
finds little counterpart in the mass of 
Christian society. It is the more incum- 
bent, therefore, upon *' as many as would 
be perfect," to keep it in view, lest they 
should deceive themselves or others. A 
lower measure indeed of spirituality is not 
compatible with our high calling. But 
what then? in our elevation above the 
world, our freedom from earth-born 
passions, our cheerful views of eternity, 
we shall find a present recompence for 
the self-discipline which that calling in- 
volves. Such godliness has the promise of 
this life, as well as of that which is to 
come. At the same time it should be 
our earnest care, while thus *' perfecting 
hoUness in the fear of God," to bear our- 
selves meekly and in the spirit of love 
towards " those that are out of the way;" 
that they may learn to love as well as 
reverence religion ; not only because it is 
pure and just, but also because it is lovely, 
and of good report. There is a beauty of 
holiness more influential than argument, 
and more persuasive then precept, which 
with an eloquent silence pleads the cause 
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of Christ in the soul. This crowning 
grace let it be our earnest desire to obtain, 
that they which are of the contrary part 
may have no evil thing to say of us ; but 
may be won, through a divine blessing on 
our example, to walk more according to 
the Spirit of their Saviour, and to be his 
both for time and for eternity. 



THE END. 
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